(HE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT WALES ch 1k Pe 


Wales, Alaska 
January 30, 1921 


Rev. Dr. J. A. Marquis, 

General ec'y, The Board of Home WNissions, 
The Presbyterian Church Ae DHE We hie yi tk 
New York. \ 


My dear Dr. Marquis: 


Within the week I have your favor of the 5th and the llth of Novem- 
ber. Permit me to thank you for these kindly expressions and to 
assure,that same are the source of very great encourageme rite 

l have indeed thanked God and taken courage. 


Herewith Lam mailing you a report md certain recommendations in 
extenso, which I completed some time since but which are yet here 
account no magls having gone out. I. an so thoroughly convinced 
as to the utflity, wisdom and even great necessity for these 
matters that/ I venture to urge them upon your Board in so fer as that 
may be deemed proper. With such armamentarium, the missionary ae 
to Wales will find himself equipped for service which will tell not 
merely in numbers of Christian converts and diseases p rescribed for, 
put in converts nourished ami strengthened and built up as against 
~-arther decade, at which latter time we may wasona tly expect a com-) 
manity of people Christianized md physically tedeemed as well, 


t 


I am also preparing certain lists of necessities as to the Church | 
house and the Manse, assess, I Will emclose sam. 
fin ea general way I wish to wfer ‘ some matters of possibly mor 
than passing interest. These are some of those daily occurrences — 
“| which go to make up oub work-a-day world, because this is not @ ; 
/ lazy man's job but one in which w find ourselves occupied the while... 


' I left for tellar on “anuary 3d, the Mission having sent a man of long 
experience on the Alaskan trail and with a splendid team of fifteen 
' dogs for me. I planned to leave on Monday with the hope that I would 
return for the next Sabbath, but in this I failed account storms, — 
reaching home again not until Tuesday, the llth. 1 discovered six 
seriously il] children in that Orphanage, and while none proved oper= — 
able cases nevertheless all seemed eritically ill. The splendid ‘ 
, graduate nurse from a large Chicago hospital had accomplished all 
‘\in her power, but had met her Waterloo. I remained with them 36 hous 
land left with evidence that at least two of the children were improv= 
ee “inge L gince learn that all are on highway towards recovarye Hence — 
| feel largely wpaid for the severe trip, one of immense hardship, = 
| declined to render any bill and accepted merely my actual tho smell 
‘expenses incurred for meals at a way-station. The Missionery, the — : 
‘Rev. Mr. “almine, was very grateful. While in Gellar Mission @ 8) ) &% 
| merchant, Mr. James Kennedy, of Tellar, asked me to cane over to that 
\ village and see his wife, ill and in serious need of professional == 
| help. 1 prescribed for her and learn since that she male a goodly 
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53 recovery. I refused t render bill here also, but expressed the — 


Willingness to accept any donation he might care tomake towards 

our Wales Mission. He gratefully handed me $10, which amunt will 
be used well and properly. It was 40 degrees of frost in mountains 
aS we male the pass returning, but no inconvenience was thereby 
suffered. We did break through the thin ice (24 hrs 014) covering 
the lagoon seven miles from the Mission, a high tide having broken 
through the heavy shore ice of sea and overflowed the lagoon with its 
ice three or four feet thick, to a depth of four feet, and this ad- 
ditional layer of water had frozen as said but a little. We knew 
not of this unusual occurrence and our heavily laden sledge went 
through. Fortunately I threw myself "flat-wise" as far out as might 
be fron sledge and wet one leg only. My driver went through to 
waist or higher, but suffered no great damage. We were thankful 

to God it Was no worse. As it was, we marvellously escaped. On 
the whole, my driver tells me that in all his thirty years on the 
Alaska trail he has never had a worse trip than that, and he has o 


covered the whole of Alaska, from Barrow to South Eastern Alaska. 


Recently a man from Point Espenburg, 150 miles North from Wales, 
arrived in company with his brother, for treatment for a bad eye. 
These are two of the finest natives I have m@ in Alaska, dignified, 
splendidly built physically, temperamentally fit, owners of a herd 

of deer number’fearly 500. ‘This patient was here three weeks. At 
first 1 gave him little encouragement, it seeming likely w wold ae 
have to enucleate (take out) the eye that w might save the other. 


However, heroic treatma@t saved his member and he returned home prac- 


ally well. It was necessary that he cane to my home in early 
morning and remain the entire day, Mrs. Greist giving him careful 
treatment throughout each alternate hour. ater on, in last week, 
this service she turned over to one of he girls in training, one 

of the eleven to whom she: is weekly giving instruction in first — 
aid, home nursing, ete On leaving, this man made a donation to . 
this: Mission of 55. While much nearer Kotzebue, this man seemed to. 
prefer to come to wales. However, it is probable that no physician 
is in Kotzebue now, the doctor formerly there being sent up the river 
to Woorvick hospital. : , | 


a 


~ During my absence in Tellar Mrs. Greist gave a "party" to some twenty 


Eskimo women, and in her invitations she asked that every one if 
possible bring some little gift for the anticipated baby to soon 

come to the home of Helen I.  ‘wenty-seven were served a luncheon, — 
and an enjoyable afternoon was had. A table was heaped up wth ie 
various gifts for the expected little stranger. This idea proved 

an innovation to these women, but they entered into it with zest. 

The expectant mother was of course present, and greatly surprised. 
This eighteen year old woman was confined this last week. And ie 
after 36 hours of futile tho hard labor he father, a prominent native, 
came for me, asking if I would go "help Helen have baby." ‘This 

was doubtless a very great. concession for any native to male, as in 
the history of this particular coast + know not of any physician 
having before delivered a native womane The woman must deliver . 
herself with help of the native midwives,else die. Mrs. Greist 

and I responded, and found it essential to have taken to the igloo 


a large quantity of materials, ,sheets, towels, eteetera ad infinitum. 


This young woman recently married had little to do withe Andin- 
all my 25 years professional experience, rather exceptional as to 


_ gynecology and obstetrics both as to my own practice and the rather 


large consultation practice which I have enjoyed, -- never have & seen 


@ more seriously complica ted case. This girl when a mere child = 


suffered a serious injury to the pelvic bones, a fracture, and being 
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Rickety as well, a a ink ae 
\ ; eformity resulted which apparently made it all 
nae aa hae Hy her to give birth to a child, Had I ved her in hos- ; 
-Saiyete cde have insisted upon Caesarian section that 1 might add — 
ena eae het A of Mother and child as well, but I could not venture 
gh ape: at unssnitary igloo. After 24 hours I @livered her of is 
Hee alba arse Bhs ip ch aotemeaiCibed shart deers eet fait, the schook == 
athe iM an "ab cee Tungwenok, an intelligent native, rendered valuable 
=e Sta eist and myself. The father of the girl, andother ~ 
hark x), it eld prayer meeting in an adjoining house, and I tell 
het orae Ae prayeres availed muche Mrs. Greist then brought 
mite aval 9 linen (and a great quantity of it, too,) to our home ani 
anaes 4 washed it. She hal supplied the patient with wearing 
Orc am our own private supply. Mrs. Greist made three trips 
. ee igloo one afternoon and night through a storm rarely equalled 
Beigitint coast, onee being carried on the beck of a native as she 
me vely could not walk in face of the terrific wind. 
raph of the older Eskimo women, midwives, who had been working with 
patient ere 1 was called, were asked to remain and were given minor 
eb 15 im the work of saving the young mother. Apparently they be- 
eved little short of a miracle had been shown theme ‘This case 
ve be) most interesting if reported to a medical association, but 
papi you the mere high lights only, much of the details being — 
as er than suitable to a letter of this character. Suffice it 
tt say, I have lost none of my reputation among this people, have 
suffered no loss of prestige through my efforts in behalf of this _ 
beloved younger manber of the village. ee : “ti 


1 regret the necessity for reporting that one of the best men of the 
/illage, the mayor of the @ficorporation, my interpreter and good — 
friend, Arthur Nagozruh, has been "Overtaken in a fault," and to) 
Sup't Evans of the Bureau of Education and to me has acknowledged 
the sin of adultery. ir. Evans has s wpehded him as Ass't Teacher — 
for remainder of this school year. To me he expresses sincere ren 
pemtance, and with me and in privacy of my room he kneeled and prayed 
earnestly for forgiveness. ™o me he wer into details and male known 
the entire story. I spared him in nothing, telligg him that account 
his prominence in the village as both teacher and leader in our re- 
ligious work his influence makes for much, that God expects him to 
be a pattern of good works. I insisted upon a public acknowledgement. 
of his sin. This he made in our morning service yesterday and most 
willingly. Our atidience was large, perhaps 92, and more than one 
was in tears. I then preached from Joseph's expereince in resisting — 
sin and in fleeing fra temptation, -- "And he left his garment in 
in her hand, and fled, and got him oute"™ JI have mary times touched 
upon uncleanness, insisting in strong terms upon social purity aa WS — 
domestic fidelity, ani the people knew well my position as based ON 
Scripture, but this dey I spoke if possible plainer thanever before | 
and demanded that as a village and aS individuals we maintain here- — 
' after a high standard of purity, that as professing Christians we 
plainly show the fruits of the Spirit in our daily walke | | ‘ : 
I am temporarily using another as interpreter, altho Arthur is far and 
away superior to any othere I think therefore I shall use him again 
very shortly. I will of course give him every pers onal encouragement — 
and Will make him feel that I am his friend as indeed I am oT rs 
mhese are difficult propositions t 0 handle. Pray for m@e Yo 
To a large audience last night I spoke of Lot’s wife in turning back, — 
put made no direct reference to the morning's subject. I demanded 
that the village try to forget Arthur's sin, that never more SROUsa sco "3 
any refer to it anong themselves o~ to him, that as God forgives Wim hc" 
se can but do the same. -- This I said in the morning. Nearly = 
every man and woman shook hands with him at close of morning sermon, 
and he was much affecteds* °» | i 3 eR WR he Pd cir CA Rath, aed 
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Mr. Evens, Sup't of this Burwau of Hduca tion District, from Nome, is 
now here, It has been my pleasure to discuss with him my work at 
length in several phases, especially those matters wherein our work 
Over-laps with that of the Bream. I have taken up with him the felt cm 
noe at Wales of a small hospital, and he has taken a keen interest in this 
matter, | | | | ie Ey. 


I hope to make some photographic films of the church and this worked over 
Manse and send you very shortly. Prints may from nece ssity be made 

in Ne York as [I am having poor success here for some 4s yet not discovered 
Cause. These films will the better enable you, and possibly an architect, 
to better determine your wishes as to hospital. . | 


Should you desire ‘bp communicate with me quickly by wire, would suge est. 
kkk you wire me in care of Reve W. F. Baldwin, missionary at Nome, 

and he will get it out to me very first opportunity. There is very 
frequent twavel at this season and it will continue until June. 3 


The people of Shishmareff are begging me to us my utmost influence to 
secure for them a missionary. From two to four of those Shishmareff 

men have attended our prayer mee tings, and each week 4 different set, 

and for some three or four weels noWe They are all praying men, My 
They are also pleading that I Spend two or three days with them in March, 
when sledging is good and weather favorable for other than sirm-bound r 
trips. I have promised to take it unde radvisemente The Iutherans 
have an eye on that field and village, I learm. But it rightly belongs 

to Wales and we should att empt to occupy same, at least care for thems — 
They are greatly interested in our prospects here, our church Wor key aly ¥ 
Our prayer meetings, our medical advantases, e@tee, etc. Three weeks 2 
Or more since a "committee" came down, three men, and they called on 

me formally and, invited me to: spend a few days with them if poss ible, 
Saying their people wished it. t would be glad woulda you give me 

the privilege of going, provided I make every effort to wturn in 

time for the ‘bo 11 owing Sunday services here, My wife is entirely cap- 
able of looking after the sick in my absence, 3 ! ra ) 


| With the increased hope that I may merit your undivided confidence and 
support in all good things, I remain teste 


In His service, : Cn lle 8 ARON Sah iA ie 
Pee | ; 3 Nag Bie aN ‘ 


RL W. Greist, M.D. 


Carbon copy to Dr. Condit. 


"Extract from letter of Dr. Henry Me Oreist.” j 


Wales, Alaska. 
Jans30,1921. 


In a general way I wish to refer to some mattters of possibly more than 
passing interest. These are some of those daily occurrences which go to make 
Up OUYr WOrkea-day world, because this is not a lazy man's job but one in which 
we find ourselves ogcupied the while. 


f left for Teller on January 3.the mission having sent a man of long 

experience on the Alaskan trail ami witha splendid team of fifteon dege for me. 
_ 2 planned to leave on Monday with the hope that I would return for the next 

Sabbath, but in this I failed aesount storms, resehing home agein not until 
Tuesday, the llth. I discovered six seriously i11 children in that Orphanage, 

end while none proved operable gases nevertheless al] seemed criticially ill. 
The splendid graduete nurse from a large Chicage hospital hed accomplished all 
in her power, but had met her Waterloo. I vomainéd with them 36 hours and 
left with evidence that at least two of the children were improving. 1 sinse — 
learn that ali are on highway towards recoverye Hones 1 feol largely repoid 
for the severe trip, one of immense hardship. iI decline to render any bill and 
accepted mercly my actual tho small expenses incurred for meals at a way-station 
The missionary, the Rey» mi. Malmine, wae very grateful. While in Tellar Mission 
@ merchant. tir. dames Kennedy, of Tellar, asked me to cone over to that village 
‘and see his wife, 111 end in serious need of professional help. I prescribed for 
her and: learn since thet she made a goodly recovery. I refused to render bil} 
here also, but expresses the willingness to accept any donation he might care to 
make towards our Wales Mission. “4e gratefully hended me $10, which amount 
will be osed woll and properly. 1¢ was 40 degrees of frost in mountains as we 
mado the pass returning, but no inconvenience was thereby suffered. We did break — 
through the thin ice ( 24 hes old) covering the lagoon seven miles fron the mission, 
a hégh tide haing broken through the heavy shore lee of sea end overflowed the 
lagoon with ite ice three or four foet thick, to a depth of four feet, and this ad- 
ditional layer of water had frozen as seid but a little. We mew not of thie 
wnusual occurrence and our heavily laden sledge went through. Fortunately I threw 
myself "flatewise" as far ont as might be from sledge and wet one leg oly. Ww! 
driver went through to waist or higher, but suffered no great damege. Wo were 
thankful to God it was no worse. Ao it was, wo marvellously eecaped, On the whole 
my driver tells me that in all his thirty years on the Alaska trail he has never 
had a worse trip then that, and he has to cover the whole of Alaska, from Barrow 


to South Esstern Alagka. 


Resontly a mon from Point Espenburg, 150 miles north fron Wales, arrived in 
company with his brother, for treatment for a bad eyo. These are two of the finest 


natives I have mot in, Algsias dignisiods splendidiy, buddt DAPieHt Niao “RRO TERPRIS LY 


att it seeming likely we would have 


Site omnet fret t Gave him little encouragomont, “han 
foster at hret's out ) the eye that we might eave the other. Lowever, heroic treatment 


saved his member and he returnode home pracally wells 1. W.. nosossary that he cone 


teomy house in early morking and remain the entire day, lirs. Greist giving him care 
treatment throughout each alternate hours Later on, in lasttoowkgatnbs bevvneklgnst¥ing 
turned over to one of her girls in training, ome of eleven 4, yom she is giving 


Extract from letter of Dr. Henry i. Greiot Yont. ¢ 


instruction in first aid, home musing, otc. On leaving, this man made o donation 
to thie Mission of §5. While much nearer Kotzebue, this man seemed to prefer to ¢ 
to Wales. However, it is probable thet no physician is in Kotsebuc now, the docto: 
formerly thore ie being sent up the river to Noorick hospital. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 70 WALES B, 
/) — _— 
Me Ln Lt Wales, Alaska, 
sg Feb'y 1, 1921. 


V/ 


Reve Dre John A. Marquis, 

General Secretary, The Board of Home Missions, 
The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 

New York. 


My dear Doctor Marquis: 


Agreeable to that request of our General Missionary, the Rev. Dr. 
Condit, that 1 "early" make such reports or recommendations with the new 
- year as in my judgment should be deemed expedient, 1 have the honor to 
submit the following: 


Under date of “arch 18th last you by letter expressed a wish for 
"A report as to the needs of a small hospital which we could erect 
the following year." Again on March 30 you make various suggestions, 
possible solutions of the hospital proposition. 


On August 15th, 1920, after but one weeks residence in and intensive 
study of Wales, I wrote you in a preliminary way of my impressions. And 
now, after six months service on this field certain early convictions 
somewhat modified are but clinched, and I am quite ready to write you 
of my mature conclusions and in defense of samée 


Wales does undoubtedly need a small and well eguipped hospital. She 
also needs a public recreation room, perhaps a "multum in parvo" affair, 
a room capable of being used as a play room for the village in winter, 
also to be used at proper times as library amd reading room, perhaps 
also to be used as dining room wherein from fifty to sixty may be fed 
at one time, etce elieve this greatly needed room can well be 
added to the hospital, and thereby managed by the nurse in charge. 
However details are to be worked out, the demmd for both hospital and 
this room appears as imperative. 


Those illnesses and accidents suffered by his Eskimo pe mle are 

/ out of all proportion to &hose of a like number Gf Whites living under aver- 
'age hygienic conditions and unexposed to those peculiar hazards had by this 
| Tac€e With tle native of this Northland, limited ventilation and an en- 
\tire absence of sunlight in his igloo, his peculiar diet, am his employment 
‘both in and without his home, are factors placing him upon a wholly differ- 
ent plane. The successful treatment of disease, either acte or chronic, 
is within the igloo a serious problem, and surgery becomes almost impossible. 
‘And within the better homes, those modelled in a degree after the American 
style of architecture, with few exceptions patients have little or no care, 
remedies if administered at all being given irregularly or improperly, 

and special diet orders become a source of grief to all concerned, Child- 
like in their mentsl processes, devotedly attached to their own, inclined 
to improvidence, not greatly concerned as to the future, they appear as 
wholly incapable of assuming responsible care of the ill or injured. ~— 
While not fatalistic, they are prone to accept all too readily the seeming 
inevitable, are easily discouraged and quickly surrender. Ther eis little 
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fight in them. 


_,, phe writer has seen approximately 25 cases of severe corneal ulcer 
With conjunctivitis, and at least ten and perhaps twelve or more cases of 
iritis, and this during the six months of his service in Wales. Under any 
and all circumstances these cases demand the best of professioml care, 
and particularly tis true as to the Eskimo. There are a number of children 
in this village with impaired eye-sight due to old scars from a som-time 
corneal ulcer. ‘his should not be. M@incipient Tuberculosis in the igloo 
jdweller becomés at once an "licu rabre ," ‘me dicine in absence of sunlight 
| and good air with proper food becomes wasted, and therefore melicfation 
under these cirsumstances is folly. The writer has under observation a 
fifteen year old boy, exceptionally bright and gifted, remarkably skill ful 
in mechanics, speaking English quite well notwithstanding his schooling 
as been very limited through his having lived down the coast fifteen miles 
ntil recently. This boy has Tubercular Hip-joint disease, and today 
ies upon skins ina small igloo occupied by eighteen souls, all eating, 
sleeping, working, and existing within that one room not more than 13 x 14 
ft. Bot for ten months has that boy been without the one small opening 
(20 x 22 inches thgough which the inmates enter and leave that disease 
breeding place. His case is wholly incurable while he remains there, and 
Il judge he may live one or two years at the utmost. Could he apickly be 
removed to a hospital, with all that that would mean, there wuld at least 
be hope for him. It hurts and hurts badly to see him continue the victim 
of these intolerable conditions, and yet -- what can I do? The only 
death in Wales during the period of my service was that of an infant and 
from pneumonia. Mrs. Greist and I wrked for many hours over that child, 
but under igloo conditions we were able to accomplish seemingly nothing. 


In absence of hospital facilities Mrs. Geist and I have tried to do 
for several non-infectious and operable cases within our limited manse. 
We have sacrificed comfort that w might rel@ive a few who otherwise were 
not to be treated and with assurance. While inconv@mient to turn our 
gmall kitchen into a surgery, and our one living room into a ward, yet we 
have done it and will so continue to do wmtil we can better care for this 
people. And we are not lacking in our appreciation of hom-life and its 
privacy. We do recognize however in this race those for whom Christ 
. Jesus died, His brothers and ours, and we are bent on doing our small part 


ion we cated for, as well as spiritual redemptioney~ On at least one occas- 


ee A 


fon we cared for, throughout the night, three Eskimo in our living roon, 
one sleeping on the couch, one on a settee, another on floor, and this room 
adjoins our one bed-room, being comected therewith by a wide 5 ft door-way 
always open fort he reason there is no door thereto, md thus the two 

yooms are practically one. And one day recently, Mrs. Greist put ” 

in our one bed an Eskimo mother am her baby and tenderly cared ior them 
until late at night because the condition of that mother's eye demanded 
such car@e We feed these sick people from our private stores, and give 
them our best always, treating them as equals, and if they are able they 
sit at table with us en familie. While we do this voluntarily and with all 
good grace, nevertheless we are hopeful that necessity therefor will not 
indefinitely continue. They could be better cared for in hoppital. 


Wales has a present population of perhaps 150, with perhaps 25 or 30 
belonging hare but ordinarily at herding stations up am down the coaste 
The position of our village is more or less stwategical, lying in between 
Tellar (sixty miles South,) and Shishmareff some eighty miles Northe 
Shishmareff has not less than 150 inhabitants, all nominally Christian, 
many of them remarkably devoted to religious observances and conscientious=- 
ly striving to live the Christian life. The Diomedes out in Bering Strait. ang 
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17 to 20 miles are henceforth to be reckoned with because of the fact 

that the Bureau of Education has closed the school there and the natives 
are now strictly upon their own resources. There is approximately a 
population of 150 to 200 souls upon the two islands. All cast natives 
can reach “ales throughout the year am easily, and the Diomedes can be 
reached during the summer months and sick or injured can be brought to 
Wales with comparative ease. Consequently it would appear that our depend- 
ent population numbers closely to 600 souls, and absolutely the only 
medical and surgical aid to be had in thie wide territory is that at Wales. 
As a matter of fact patients have come to “ales recently from 150 miles 
North, from ape Espenburg, and have travetled during storm and other 
stress to reach professional aid. these patients have had to be "put up" 
in igloos already crowded but none the less hospitably inclined. 

One man from Yape Espenburg was cared for throughout each day in our home, 
and for three weeks, 


Believing,as Church and State do, that this people are worthy « 
evangelism in its broad sense, it logically follows that their conservation 
as a race is incumbent. to Christianize a native prepares him to live; 
we should then assist him as to the problems of life in all essentials. 

The writer assumes that the life of every Eskimo is an asset to Church 

and State as well. If in the past or even now our care of the ill falls 
short of full fruition, then it would appear as well worth while to revise 
our methods, or improve upon them. The medical missionary is a step in 

the reight direction, a PLB Step: if now that médical man be givem full 
armament, full equipment, hospital facilities etc., including e nurse, he 
Will show results impossible otherwisee And the Eskimo will benefit 
inconceivably, and both now and as to his future gmerations. 

There are now in this village 36 full orphans and &% half-orphans, or 

were until six of this number were removed to orphanages. I should add 
that 18 of above number are more or less temporarily out of the village 

in igloos up am down the coast with reimeer herds, but they belong here. 
These children are being cared for in homes at times already over- 

crowded, but their foster parents are nobly doing their best. But the 
fact remains that oft times these children particularly are in need of 
special care. As 1 see it, hospital care occasionally, at least when 
these children are ill, is very essential. To some an orphanage would 
seem to be badly needed in Wales. But, this people are vary anxious to 
keep their tribe intact, to controh the children, and a close study of the 
question will largely result in a sympathetic view. To relieve these 
people of their voluntarily assumed burdens makes for dependence, encourages 
them to depend upon the Whites for other help. But there are times when tem- 
porarily these homes should be relieved, when the wellfare of these children 


absolutely demmd that they have proper care, and that is during sickness. 
The hospital, and that only, solves the problem 


Again, authorities in child-wellfare work will support me in the statement 
that from 50 to 60% of the children of school age in the states are below 
par, are suffering to a greater or less degree from malnutrition, and this 
is true as to both rural and urban sections. And these ill children are 
not all from homs of the poor or incompetent, but many are from homes of 
the well-to-do and otherwise competent. However startling this sta tmant 
may be to the average citizen, a frank expression as to conditions in 
Wales will prove yet more surprising. I vmture to assert that 85% of 
our children here, waned from the breast and below sixteen years of age, 
are below par. This condition makes for Tuberculosis, is the one regog- 
nized major predisposing caus@ée These children also have mall resistance 


as against any infectious disease. Rightly interpreted, this condition 


alone makes a hospit an almost sine quo non. These children wilt 
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quickly when taken ill. And skilled indeed that physician who could 
show a low death rate in presence of Scarlet Fever, Measles, Whooping 
Cough, or Diphtheria with such patients. 


Emphatically then Wales needs a hospital, however small it may be. 
Well equipped and wi th 6@quate workin orce, it will prove the physical 
Salvation of the next generation or sateen that of the present one, the 
future largely carging for itself if the present gtowing children be 
conserved, be brought up to norm. ‘The writer is even now encouraged to be 
lieve that his efforts at interesting the Superintendent of The Seward 
*eninsula District of the Bureau of Education, Mr. E. D. Evans of Nom, 

in this subject of malnutrition among these Children will bear fruit in 
another year in the establishment of one hot noon-time daily mal to be 
served all children of Wales above waning age. The Governmait would 

bear all expense. But certain difficulties already looming up would 

be quickly solved had we a hospital hard-by the school house wherein this 
noon-time lunch could be prepared and served. And this leads up to the 
felt need of a large well equipped play-room fa@ Wales, and with hdspital 
established and this recreation room attached thereto, used as dining room, 
library and reading room at certain hours or evenings, public play room 

on other stated occasions, a vastly felt need would be servade The nurse 
or nurses in charge would thus be enabled to exercise the necessary 
control, and it would all make Dr he@wilth, spiritual and physical 


While the present church is too large for our present population, and 
should be remodelled somewhat as to the interior, perhaps completed as 
per the original architectS plans, thus making the main auditorium con- 
siderably maller, the writer nevertheless feels that this manorial to 
that pioneer worker for Christ Jesus on this coast, who gave his Life 
as a martyr for this casse, the Rev. Mr. Thornton,-that this memorial 
should not lose its identity asa church, should no e@ so 
remodelled as to lose its characte as a memorial, He feels therefore 
to recommend that the proposed hosp ieee would better be a new building, 
entirely separate from and distinc rom the present chu rec ificese 
It is believed that suitable ground lies inmediately to the North of the 
Church, sufficiently high to admit of some excavation, perhaps sufficient 
to enable a seven foot basemmt to be placed under the building, 

In this way the hospital, the church, manse, school house, would be in 

a row, all closely placed tgethet. A careful and mture consideration 
of the subject leads to this conclusion, and the recommendation is there- 
fore offerede 


Much good framing material may be had from the old manse on the 
hill. An inventory is rather difficult to make, but can appromimately 
be hade Perhaps, however, all of it would be required in putting every- 
thing into shape, after completing the hospital. It is recommended that 
this old manse be Ordered torn dom and all material carried down to 
the mission grounds early in the summer, and stored in readiness for 
the hospital operations, builders then being able to resprt thereto 
in case of shortages. As with last summer, this will pwvea difficult 
and somewhat expenséve job, but the ma@jerial is worth it. 


The Old Mission House, OUR PRESENT MANSE, as hastily put in tolerable 
shape as residence last autumn, is in my judgme t capable of being made 
jnto a splendid manse, one well worth while for mmy years to cOmee 
And shis should be done with the coming of early summere Much wo rk 
remains to be done and some expense will be necessarye With the hospital 
established, the fourth room now occupied by medical supplies, work bench, 
and many many articles which would then be removed elsewhere, would be 
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available for domestic purposes, and same is badly needed. The amount of 
residence room would then be adequate. 


_ The house should be -- must be re shingled on the North side, those 
Shingles now thereon being those put in place by Rev. Dr. Sheldon Jackson 
thirty years since, and they are in bad shape, rotten,and the roof leaks 
badly. The South half was shingled by me last autumn as re port ede 


I wuld also recommend that the poorly constructed and greatly patched 
entrance-way, the long passage-way to the side of house be torn away, and 
hat a new one be constructede This of course means one long outer wall 
and the front end, together with roof and floor, onlye The present struc- 
ture cannot longer serve. It is 6 ft. x 27 ft. It should have two window 
4 ft high, and a glass entrance do0ore 


The entire heuse needs new fh oor nee I would recommend that after 
new windows are placed, and new floor added, that new finish about windows 
(casing) and new base-board about floor, be added. POSSibly SaQA Ssh. 
doors will be required. The present windows are the original sash and 
frames, and are quite beyond repair. They should be removed in toto, and 
new sash, triple-glazed,and new frames constructed or sent uSe The present 
windows leak air and snow badly, are badly broken, rotten, and it would 

be wasteful to try t redeem them. 


The entire exterior of house should be orp gered, and then shingtec. 
This will be economical in the end by wy of fuel savinge All presen 
buildings here are thus treated, the Church, the School House and the 
Gov't Work Shop. If shingles am then stained, it makes for permpnency. 
The house as at first constructed is boarded up-and-down with rough mater- 
ial and this leaks air. fhe house is 30 x 40, with eaves of ten ft., and 
a roof "one third pitch." The coal shed attached and made a part 
of same is 12 x 22, with 8 ft eavese 


Two new flues (chimneys) should be put in houses this sumer as the 
temporary structures put in place last summer are unsafe e I would recom- 
mend terra cotta ones, those being largely used here. It is possible 
I may be able to salvage an old one from manse on hill without breaking 
same, another sumer. Each flue should have openings for two stoves, 
my chimneys as at present placed being so situated that each serves two 
rooms, and in an emergency df a stove can be put in any roome 


Sufficient white paint should be ordered so that the entire interior 
may be redecorated. The 4 gallons had last summer covered a portion 
of the walls and ceiling only and one coat. 


The weiter intends to attempt to dig a water well another year if 
time sufficese While those experienceé as to “ales discourage him as to 
it, telling him that the resulting water will be salt, yet he will not 
be satisfied until he knows. At present all water must be carried one- 
half mile, and for nine months of the year this is in form of ice. 

This ice is melted on cooking range in a tub, and transferred to other 
storage tubs as against wash-day or cooking purp 0S@S-e He believes 
therefore it is well to install in kitchen the barrel and pipe comections 
so universally had in this country, connected up to cooking range as 

are range boilers in the home states, as then either water, snow or ice 
can be put in this large barrel and a warm supply conveniently had at 

all times without the great inconvenience attendant upon the wash-tub 
upon the stove. This barrel and fittings can be had in Nome fora 

total cost not to exceed $35, which would include freight to Walese 
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The present church auditorium is far too laree for our population. 
Plans and specifications for this cha ich as made f= the architect, mfrsummy 
were sent you last August. I discovered them in 01d mamse. The church 
Was never completed as to the interior. I would recommend that I be 
permitted,and would ask that you amthorize me to construct the two small 
rooms on either side of pulpit, or in rear of pulpit, as originally 
intended, These two rooms will prove of much value, and by constructing 
them the main room will be not far from a suitable Size. On the whole 
I feel this to be a greatly needed improvement, The present chimney, 

& more or less temporary affair as put in at first, is in exact center 

of auditorium and is very unsafe. I believe the original plan far 

better, two flues properly placed and rightly constructed. Large doors 
for these two smaller rooms are yet here, awaiting use. Required mater- 
ial would not prove very excessive as to quantity or price, in my opiniones 
Kindly express yourself as to this. The interior of this chu7zeh has 
never been decorated, painted or stained. The ceiling material of red 
cedar has naturally turned dark and the effect is lessening as to lighting. 
If this interior could be painted white, it would be a blessing. ge 
therefore, the hospital is ordered, would suggest that a large quantity 
of "interior white" paint be sent, with sufficient oil, and then we can 
use it in manse, church and in hospital. The seats also are in a bad way. 
New ones should be hai.e Iumber from 01d ones can be used in various 

ways if hospital be built, or in shedding, but these seats with few ex- 
ceptions are hopeless. The one coal stove in church belongs to Arthur 
Nagozruh. The wood stove recently made by me is a temporary matter. 

The stove used until I came wes an old ami discarded Government stove, 

one wholly wom out, but the natives hal patched it up and were trying 

to make it do for their church meetings. I recommend that two stoves be 
sent out for use in the church, of fair size and weight. The or 

now in church are two old instruments, neither of which are warth patching 
up further. Rev. Dr. Condit knows of their condition, having examined 
them when here this last summer. He volunteered to attempt to get for us 
an organ, perhaps one which has been discarded by some church for a piano. 
We are hopeful that he can succeed as to this. These people dearly love 
MUSIC There are no lamps for the church. IT am carrying lantems 

and lamps from manse to the church each Sunday, but this is far from 
proving satisfactory as we have not sufficient. With a hospital construct- 
ed and with a lighting system of some sort, and with the two buildings 
near together, the church of course can use from the other system, and | 
this will solve the problem amther winter. But, if the hospital be not 
built, then some arrangements should assuredly be made as to church lightirg 


1 would recommend that not less than thirty tons of ¢a@l be sent 
for this next year. You will remember that we received but perhaps 
thirteen tons of the thirty purchased and ordered shipped this last 
summer, the remainder now being in Tellar. If it be not all confiscated 
this winter by the people of Tellar who are short of fuel, then we of 
cousse can get that which remains in the spring, July perhaps. However, 
it is unwise and even folly to depend on getting all of that which re- 
maine@ of the thirtye This estimate is based on church and manse only. 
If hospital be constructed then this estimate most be revised. 
We have used strict economy this winter and are trying hard to make our 
short supply do until July. I am using wood in the church, hauled many 
miles from up or down the coast. I Bm ma king a cord last about six 
weeks, and,as reported before, it costs me (320 the cord delivered, 


But it is very hard to gete 


Basing estimate on this last six months experience, I would recommeni 
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that not less than 75 gallons of gasoline and same quantity of coal-oil 
be purchased for mission use another year. Roebawal att lobe of one 

case in shipment, cav§ed our supbly this year to run short ad it may be 
necessary to buy ere the new supply can arrive. We found 20 gallons 

in old mission house (coal oil) buteven so we had a total Rega | of but 
about 35 gallons of gasoline and 55 gallons of coal oile ens in which 
this was shipped were old and rusted, and leakage was bad. In time, 
Storage tahks would prove a good investment. : 


Peradventure a hospital be not ordered built this year, I would sug- 
gest amther supply of food stuffs suited to the sick and oor, such as 
that purchased by Dr. Condit last season and which proved of untold value. 
He sent us rice, sugar, crackers, soap, and milk. The one case of milk 


should be increased by two or threee The mission ought have a case of 
candles for this coming year. 


There are no vehicles in the village for use during summer saving 
one or two very heavy and cumbersoms push cazts which are not suited to 
dogse At one time the older mission here owned a wagon of special design 
Which is said to have proven of great practical value. I recommend 
that a wagon maker be ordered to make for usa wagon along following 
lines; Front wheels 20 inches in diam., rear wheels 24 to 26 inches in 
diam., and of heavy construction, with three inch tread and tired with 
steel. Axles and entire construction mus efor "heavy duty." The 
vehicle should be three feet wide and six feet between axles. Tongue 
need not be long, not more than 3 feet, and should be so constructed 
that end will not fall to ground. The maker ought know that dogs are 
rot hitched as are horses, to whiffle-trees, but far out in front of 
extreme end of tongue. We experience great difficulty in getting 
our freight up from the beach in summer, or other hauling done, because 
we are depending wholly upon these push carts, and from experience I know 
how extremely hard it is to "push" them through the heavy sand of our 
beache I did my "bit" last summer, and expect to do it again this year, 
but nevertheless it was back-breaking worke This proposed wagon to 
which w could hitch a team of dogs would largely solve the problem 
This wagon should of course be shipped knocked down. 


A writing table or desk is badly needed. None are at hand It is 
bélieved that a second-hand desk can be purchased in Nome at low price, 
and if the Board will protect me in the matter I think I can serve my needs 
in this way. Iam yet using a Fares flat-topped trunk for my witinge 
No lumber was to be had from which 1 could make a table ofany sorte 


Mrs. Greist needs a washing machine badly. We use the old fashioned 
wash-board. And because she is forced to do so much laundgy work incident 
to the sick and injured it makes for much labor. Dre Condit and I tried 
to find a washing machine in Nome last summer, but there was not one in 
the towne This needed machine should be a power washer, -- hand power. 

I may say that native help in washing is hard to get, and unsatisfactory 
when hade If the hospital be built, perhaps an electric lighting system 
will be installed and then a washing machine suited to the voltage would 


be an appreciated innovations 


I append a list of various articles needed as against this next 
year, and will thank you to have same sent out on early summer shipment. 


doz brooms 
i doz Coal Hods for use in house and in church 


4 doz galvanized buckets, 2% or 3 gal capacity, for water andslop. 


—— 2 —_ 
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granite slop jar for bed-room 
"bread raising" pan with lid =» not the very large size, but mediume 
half-barrels, for water storage 
Window shades, green, 7 ft., with springs and rollers, suited to 
2 =—- 8 windowS, or 36 inches wide. 
One gallon jars, stone 
two gallon jars, stone, (can be nested) 
stone crocks, one 2 qt., one 4 qt. 
dippers, gallon, long handles. 
¥ . short handles. 
Saw for wood, "cross cut!-"one man", 
wire cutters - good quality 
"Yankee" drill, with various sized drills extra 
composition leather seats for 01d chairs 
box mixed assortment of stove bolts (our new stoves came without 
bolts last summer, and axe fastened together with wire) 


doz boxeé upholstering tacks for repairing chairs 
Colman gas ae for house ( “2 ) 
coal oil lamps,#2 bumers,{we have flues for this sized lamp) 
doz #1 flues for oil lamps 
doz "Hconomy" fruit jars with lids, (for canning meat) 1 qt. 
adoz ai ty YW W tT ! mince meat p Ps 
Sheets sheet zine for use in covering table and making kitchen sink 
doz sauce dishes, plain white (none gotten last year) 
zine stove boards (to be placed under stoves) 
"fret" saw, or that used in cutting iron bolts or metal 
doz cupboard hinges, 2 mS&. cu 
gross ,crews, 1 inch #10 
tt " tt 6 
large black board for use in illustrating sermon,or in S.S., or 
slate material with which this board can be covered. This board 
ought be 5 ft long and 34 ft wide, at least, I will place it on easel. 
1 large "Ten Commandments" printed on cloth. 
i box white crayon 
1 box colored mixed crayons 
1 eraser for black board 
25 more Hymnals (we have 25, but they donot go around.) 
$ doz pairs wrought steel butts (door hinges) 3+ x 3% 
4 morticed locks for doors 
3 flat files, I in. P 
3 flat files #3 in. 
= doz saw files. 
2 doz joints stove pipe, 6 in., black 
= doz tapers, stove pipe, 6 = 7, galvanized, 
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<= 
6 elbows, 6 ine 
4 doz stove pipe dampers, 6 in. 
1 doz cans "Black Siik" stove polish 
2 doz galvanized stove pipe, 6 in 
2 sheets galvanized iron 
5 gal "inside white paint" for house 
5 gal boiled Linseed oil 
10 lbs putty . 
1 paint brush, flat, 4 in 
tt 'T tt vA SS 
1.50 gal water barrel, with faucet (1 in) and pipe connections ag fobiord2 
conteining 2 "Lbs" and two sets of lock Nuts with gaskets, 1 in. 
1 "return" or "U"1in, 
aie th atak in. pipe in five ft lengths. a 
$$ Oe 
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Ice picks, (small tool for breaking ice, ) 

carpenter's hammer (one sent last summer broken) 

small hand axe (that had last summer lost by chore boy) 
large butcher knife 

dozen meat hooks, for use in hanging meats 

dozen large screw hooks for hanging lamps to ceiling 
pointed shovel with spade handle 


spade for excavating (expect to dig well andcellar this year) 
25 lbs 20 d nails 


PHY Hee eo 


We have on hands one keg (loo lbs) 8 d nails unopened. But if any 
extensive carpenter work is done this yer, and if I am permitted to 
re-shingle that part of house so badly needing same, othe nails mu st 
ES grnenete Shingle nails should be galvanized, heavily, as sea is 
close Ye 


We should have some dressed lumber 12 in. wide, for use in making 
various articles needed about house, flour bins, cupboards, etce, not. 
to mention tables. I can get nothing of this sort from old manse on hill. 
And in making book-cases or shelving for books, 1 require some lumber — 
10 inches wide only. If hospital is built there will be plenty lumber 
of this description, perhaps, to be had without extra orderSe 
But this stuff is badly needed this year for use in hous6e 


Shingles for North half of house, at least 45 bundlese 
Lumber for Entrance or Passage-way to house as per letter above. 
Flooring for house to cover space 30 x 40 ft 
” window frames and triple glazed sash for same (these fremes must 
be made especially to take three sets of sash) windows to be ordinary 
size, altho ceiling in rooms is but 8 ft high, and present windows are 
five feet long. Possibly new windows ought not be longer than 5 ft. 4 in. 
which is size of framee 
2, 2-6 x 6-6 doors, 1% in thick, 
6, 2-8 x 6-8 ie: in i 


Should other items develop as necessities,! will try to get 
the information to you at early date. But I think this covers our wantSe 


Respectfully yours, 


Carbon copy to Dr. Condit on this mail. 


1 OS a eee bean! On 
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“Extract of letter of Dr. Henry M. Oreisty 2 


Wales, Alaska 
Fads : 


Sucigdbek Sibuhiadasis in tho Igloo éweller icine: at one an i “Rawapebha’ ne 
Medicine in absence of sunlight and good alr with proper food becomes wasted, and there- 
fore madiciation under these cirownstances is folly. ‘The writer has under observation 
& £ifteon year old boy, ezpeptionally bright and gifted, remarkably skillfillin mechenics 
speaking English quite well notwithstanding hie schooling has been very limited through — 
his having lived dow the coatt fiftees miles until recently. This boy peerpangeo ee ae 
Hip~joint disease, ani today lies upon skins in a small Igloo ocoupled by 6 ‘souls, 7 
all eating, sleeping, working, and existing within that room not more than 13 = vy tte See 
Hot for ten months has thatvboy been without the one emall opening 20 x 22 inches -  — 
‘throughwhich the inmates enter and leave that disease breeding place. His case is wholly ig 
incurable while he remains there, and ! judge he may live one or two years at the utmost. 
Could he quiskly be removed to a hospital, with all that that would mean, there would be 
at least hope for hime Its hurte and hurts badly to sec him continue the victim of thes 
intélevable conditions, and yet— whet can 1 do? The only death in Wales during the peri — 
of sy service was that of an infant ehild, from pmewnonia, Mrs+ Greist ava I worked for 
many Prag over Shat ehild, but under  hanee shrapant uith ded were able to. Mpa a9 berets! : 
noth * <i 


in absence of wiesitad fucilities lira. Greist and I have hedan to do. for 
several noninfectious and operable cases within our limited manse+ We have sacrified 
sonfort that wa might relieve a few whe otherwise were not to be treated and with assuray 
While inconvenient to turn our tinal] kitchen inte a surgery, and our ome living room” 
into a ward, yet wo have done it emi will so continue to do until we can better care {ee 
this people. And we ave not lacking in our appreciation of home-life end ite privacy. 
We G0 recognize however in this race those for whom Christ desus died, his brothers ont 
ours, and we are bent on vr our salt pert in their paystonne: as well as arte 


redeuption. 


Kesha 


Copy 


February 4,1921 


Dr e H.W. Greist ¢ 
Wales, 
Alaska. 


Dear Dr, Greist: 

I have before me your jetter of November lst to Dr. Marquis, 
November 9th to Mr, Banks, and of November 8th and 12th to myself, all of 
which have been received within the last few days, 


I am herewith enclosing scopy of my letter to Nr. Banks 
relative to labor and wood charzes amd the matter of the medicines, We 
will look for the bills for the medicines and wood expense as aiso for 
hauling the coal from the beach by next mail as per your instructiogs, 


Now taking up various matters to which your letters 
above mentioned as web as others received earhicr refer-- 


It 43 certainly providential that Capt. Alien brought the 
187 sacks of coal from Teller in view of the failure of the Jewel Guard to 
deliver the same, We will not depend again upon the Jewei Guard or any othe 
gmail craft for so important a mission, I am urging that your coal be sent 
by the Liebes Co. boats, as by my telegram to you of yesterday sent to 
urge that your requisitions be sent out by first hoaty m#il. As indicated 
in the telegran, which I asked Mr. Baidwin to forward from Nome, the Hermann” 
saiis from San Frisco on April first and it is wy hope that we may bs able > 
to send both the Barrow and Wales coai by that eariy boat. If so we wiil 
contract for delivery directly at Waies,by the Herwann,and this ought to insw 
sure an early delivery. For the rest of your supplies, personal and mission, 
we will have to depend upon the Fox, leaving May i5th from San Frisco, or 
failing in that will have to ship to Nome by the yictoria or by some boat going 
to Tellier, The latter is the siow and expensive way. Capt. Petersen offers 
to deliver our coal, of the zene quality and in 100 ib. sacks, on the beach 
at Wales for $50 per ton. Tig, as you know, is cheaper by far than by 
shipping to Teller and transferring there, 


| The matter of interpreter salary wiii come up in con- 
nection with the next year's budget. I am of the opinion that we ought to 
pay something--say $10 per month while actually serving. 


In regard to the old shack in outskirts of village I woul 
advise that it be sold for what you can get for it unless there is some 
imsediate use to which the same can be put or unless you can use the matere- 
fal in it to good advantags.. Use your own judgement as to this, 


I have no word yes as to the purpose of the Board in the 
matter of your retention next year. In the absence of any definite word I 
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take it for granted that you will remain but should any thing else develop 
I will inform you by first opportunity. In the mean time we proceed on the 
assumption that you will continue at Wales another year, 


Had Y known as much as I now do about sailing dates of the Liebes Co 
boats I should have urged early in the fail that requisitions be in my 
hands by fall mails, for the coming year. Arrnagements for shipments ought to 
be talen up here early in the spring and space reserved in January or Feb- 
ruary. However, I hope to get*your requisitions in time this spring to 
provide for shipment on the Schooner Fox with the exception of the coal 
already referred to. 


Your account of the experiences which you have had with bliszards, 
nhtive temperament, white peopie, teachers, etc.,etc., is about what I 
have anticipated, It is no picnic job to assume the care of a mission 
likes Wales. Rut it is, after ail, gloriows work. If I were younger and 
free from obligations to my family IT would ask for nothing more satisfying than 
to be in charge of one of those Fskimo missions. There is a joy and satis- 
faction in it which does not pertain to any other form of mission work 
with which I am acquainted, While the burden is great the reumneration 
weich the L8rd gives is also abundant. You have the joy which comes to 
those who endure hardness. : . 

You have certainly done good work in getting the old manse 
makerial so far and in salving it for the house. I feel that you 
caught, even at much effort, use the flooring in the manse for repairs to the. 
floor in the mnase you occupy. The biil for lumber from Seattie is so 
immense that we nmast not order anything which it 1s possible te find on the 
field, I will take up the matter ef alditional shingles in next year! 
requisition. I take it for granted that you can use old material in 
rebuiiding the shed aiong the side of the house. 


Regarding the giri of whom you write I do not think 1¢ advisable 
to have her come out over land before navigation opens. Alse, it is 
difficult to know what advice to wive as to the future of one who has 
gone so far as she has in her relations to the young man, If she were at 
all amenable to disciplene and instruction I would feel like recommending 
that ene be put in our Shsidon Jackson school at Sitka for a time in prepara=- — 
tion for the nurses course. Regarding this I wili need your farther advice 
as to the possibility of her being contented to enter there and remaix, 
and also as to whether it is advisable to plave her in contact with the girls 
there in view of her experéinoes with this boy. Let me know whet you think and 
if you approve of sending her there arrangements can be made when navigation 
opens. But her people would haves to pay her fare to Sitka which would mean the 
expense to Seattle and return ani would be a matter of some $200 from Nome. 


| In regard to the matter of which you speak affecting the relations 

of the teochers to Arthur Nagazaruk I do not feel at liberty, under your 
representation, of taking the matter up with Mr. Lopp unless you should 
authorize me to so do. I do feel that Mr. Lopp should know this. What is your 
thought about it? | 


{i wrote to the Eyres Seatt@e Co about the shortage and enclose their 
reply. I also wrote to the Seattle Hdw. Co. but have no answer to date but will 


forward the same when it comes. 


Dr. freist -2- February 4,1921 


take it for granted that you will remain but should any thing else develop 
I will inform you by first opportunity. In the mean time we proceed on the 
assumption that you will continue at Wales another’ year, 


Had I known as much as I now do about sailing dates of the Liebes Co 
boats I should have urged early in the fail that requisitions be in my 
hands by fail mails, for the coming year. Arrnagements for shipments ought to 
be talren up here early in the spring and space reserved in January or Feb- 
ruary. However, I hope to get your requisitions in time this spring to 
provide for shipment on the Schooner Fox with the exception of the coal 
already referred to. 


Your account of the experiences which you have had with blizzards, 
native temperament, white peopis, teachers, etc.,etc., is about what I 
have anticipated. It is no picnic job to assume the care of a mission 
liks Wales. Rut it is, after all, glorious work. If I were younger and 
free from obligations to my family I would ask for nothing more satisfying than 
to be in charge of one of those Fskimo missions. There is a joy and satis- 
faction in it which does not pertain to any other form of mission work 
with which I am acquainted, While the burden is great the recmneration 
weich the L8rd gives is elso abundant. You have the joy which comes to 
those who endure hardness. : 

You have certainly dona good work in getting the old manse 
makerial so far arxi in salving it for the house. I feel that you 
ought, even at much effort, use the flooring in the manse for repairs to the. 
fioor in the mnase you ocecupy. The biil for lumber froa Seattie is so 
immense thet we must not order anything which it is possible to find on the 
fieid, I wili take up the matter cof aiditional shingles in next year! 
requisition. I take it for granted that you can use old material in 
rebuiiding the shed along the side of the house. 


Regarding the giri of whom you write I do not think 4t advisable 
to have her come out over land before navigation opens. Alse, it is 
difficult to know what advice to give as to the future of one who has 
gone so far as she has in her relations to the young man. If she were at 
all amenable to disciplene and instruction I would feel like recommending 
that sie be put in our Sheidon Jackson school at Sitka for a time in prepara- © 
tion for the nurses course. Regarding this I wili need your farther advice 
as to the possibility of her being contented to enter there and remaiz, 
and also as to whether it is advisable to plese her in contact with the girls 
there in view of her experkbénces with this boy. Let me know whst you think and 
if you approve of sending her there arrangements can be made when navigation 
opens. But her people would have to pay her fare to Sitka which would mean the 
expense to Seattle and return ani would be a matter of some $200 from Nome. 


: In regard to the mutter of which you speak affecting the relations 
of the teochers to Arthur Nagazaruk I do not feel at liberty, under your 

representation, of taking the matter up with Mr. Lopp unless you should 

authorize me to so do. I do feel that Mr. Lopp should know this. What is your 


thought about it? 


i wrote to the Eyres Seatt@e Co about the shortage and enclose their 
reply. I also wrote to the Seattle Hdw. Co. but have no answer to date but will 


forward the same when it comes. 


4 
pr. Greist -3- February 4,1921 


Mias Jordan came out from Barrow on the Hermann along with 
Dr. and Mrs. Spence, The latter concluded hat in their state of health 
it was unwise ror them to remain in Barrow this winter and in this I 
think they were right. The Board is now looking for a man to put in their 
Place. Miss Jordan married Captain Petersen in December and just what in- 
fiuence that had in her decision no one knows but herself, It was a great 
disappointment that she left as she did. Probably all for the best. 


I will be giad to hear of the year's expereinces as you 
may report them, =I feel that you are wise in not proceeding to any 
formal organization as yet. In time, we hope, thet will come but for the 
present and until you know your people and they know you it is not advisable 
to noganize. You are often in our prayers and it is my sincere hope that 
God may long use you in His service at Wales. 
With best regards to Mre. Greist, Mr. and Mre. Tait and Arthur, 
I remhin, 


Cordially yours, 


February 11, 1921. 


Dr. Henry W. Greist, 
Cape Prince of Wales, 
Alaska, 


Dear Dre Greist: 


Your letters to Dr. Young and myself of November 1st have come 
and I hasten to reply. Dr. Young has not been well for a few days but will soon 
be on his feet ahain we trust and write you also. 


i want to say most emphatically and cordially that I like your 
letter and the spirit in which you write. You are showing the right gissionary 
stuff. We have been praying for you all winter that the Lord would open a door 
of real missionary service to you there and your letter leads us to believe that 

our prayers have been answered. Your spirit in meeting difficulties is very 
admirable. I knew you would have to work there with practically no equipments. — 
i am sending Dr+ Condit a copy of your letter and also expressing our pleasure 
here at the progress you are making and the spirit you are showing in your work. 


You will recall that I told you at the beginning that if you made 
good the Board would stand back of you heartily and loyally and that, of course, 
we will do, We want you to stay at Wales as long as progress continues, and when 
your four years are up you will be entitled to your cia of furlough and rest — 
home on full salary. 


i have written to Dr- Condit asking him to get a statement from you 
as soon as possible in regard to your needs for next year, We have already ordered - 
30 tons of coal to be delivered to you by the Herrman at Cape Prince of Wales and a* 
I am anxious to know how you are getting through the winter in view of the delay 
of half your coal and equipment at Teller. : 


I aa glad that you have been able $o quickly to see ‘uous the 
attitude of the white men toward the natives. It is exactly what every missionary 
has to meet from the men of his own race who are dealing with native peoples only 
for their own profit. It is a strange but true thing that the white race cannot 

come in contact with other races without either degrading or elevating them. The 
poor Eskimos have been in contact with the degrading type of white men and now 
it is full time that they have the other, that is the Christian type. For this 
reason you and Mrs. Greist will be not only the leaven but the beacon of ae in all 
the region round about the Cape. a | 


Dre Spence was eoupeland to leave Point Barrow on account of his 
health and especially the condition of his eyes, just as soon as the new hospital 
was started. We are on the track of a man to go up there next summer and take charge. 
If we secure the right type we will then have the satisfaction that in two places, 
Wales and Barrow, we have missionaries who know their job and are loyal to it. 


"A little more than a week ago Dr, Backooyer from Indiana was here 


¢ \ 


H.W.G, ane 2 - 


a 


and we had quite an extensive talk about you. + told him of your letéers andfew 
mach pleased we are with your reports of your work ani the spirit in which you are 
undertaking it. He was very much gratified and we both agreed again that we would 
do all in our power to support you in this lifelong desire of yours to give yourself 
to such work. When you come back for your furlough we are both ready to defend you 
in this ambition against the people who have been attacking you. 


My chief purpose in writing is to assure you of our cordial approval 
of your work as you have outlined it in your letters and our hearty support as long 
as your record continues. “a . 


May God give you His presence and his richest blessing in the far- 
reaching work you are doing there. I have always felt that the work among the 
Eskimos in Alaska outrarks in importance Dr. Grenfell's work in Labrador for two 
reasons: list, there are more Eskimos in Alaska than in Labrador, and, second, 
they are more remote and more neglected: 


With every good wish, I am 


Very sincerely yours, 


JAM: ES 


MAY 17 1994 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 0 WALES 


Wales, Alaska 
March 7, 1921 


Sev. Dr. John A. Marquis, 

Yeneral Sec'y, The Board of Home Missions, 
The trasbyterian Church in the UeSeA.e, 

New York. 


My dear Doctor Marwuis: 


The “ord has been doing great things for us. Attendance 
upon church has gradually and steadily increased. You will remember 
that our average attendance for quarter ending last of December was 
693. 1 think “arch will end with a much higher average. warely 
now do we have less than eighty souls on Sunday morning. Ahd last 
Sunday, a stormy day indeed and yét not cold, gaveus an audieme 
in the moming of just 125, and in the late evening amther of 103. 
And this, too, with a total population of not more than 140 ordinarily 
account several being with herds, nte rest has steadily increased 
in like proportion, “everal fram Shishmareff find their way dow 
and always plan to come to remain over Sunday, sometimes rei ivies 
remaining fort woor three Sundays ere returning. Those people 
as I may have said last letter, are begging me to "send missionary to 
use" They are inviting me urgently tocome to them far one or 
two meetings when travel is good and days longer, perhaps last of 
this month, and am wondering if you would find it in your heart 
‘to object did I make a flying trip up there on some Monday ani 
Tuesday, holding two or three night meetings, returning home in 
time for the following Sunday here? They have repeatedly urged 
it this winter, sen ding a committee of three at one time to present 
the matter to me. ~ always evaded a positive reply, telling them 
I wuld think about it and do my best in early spring. 
One of these men was here last Sunday, and at night expressed hime 
gelf as wishing to "Get Jusus again in my heart as for some years 
now I have been careless and have fossa vse Him." Sun day night 
proved a testing time for several. had felt it coming all day, 
and had prayed much for His Holy Spirit in guidance, and in convicting 
power on my people, feeling that some wrenear decision, were labore 
ing under conviction, and must make decision one way ortle other. 
I held up the Cross with all the power at my disposal, urged all , 
to decide for Christ, to live for Him, and thus help me make of Wales 
a village wherein it might be said, These are God's people who live 
holy lives and do as Jesusdid when among men. I was expecting God 
to answer my prayers,but not as *e did,for just nineteen people and 
all over thirteenyrs of age, mostly heads of fmilies, cam faward 
when 1 first extabded an invitation to any swh as might be seeking 
the Lord in forgiveness of sins, It is alittle difficult to headis 
handle sucha situation through interpreter, but evenin this matter 
He helps me. Andtearsflowd freely there at the alter, “amest 
prayers wre offered by each one individually. The audience was 
deeply moved and a solemn time was had, But God blessed every soul 
there, I believe, and some Wery greatly. One wek since three men 
were converted at clos ofevening service. One of these men 
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is the hucdand of a woman wh wes converted last night. 

é came forward and assisted me in pmying for and with these 
ypeople, and was happy in he ving his wife accept Christ Jesus. 

e am she are very amest. is intellig eme and strength of 
character have long appealed tome, and ~ have felt that once he 
would accept Christ he wuld in time make good Elder material. 
There is one other man here wh always can be depended on to assist 
me in praying withor for any one, and he too will in time and 
with training make an Elder of which we would be justly.proud. 

The end isnot yet. There are others + seek toreach Some 
refuse to attend church, being strated with their native 

ideals and customs, being careless or disinterested. I will 

seek to reach these through illness in their families or in same 
other way to be opened to me. I feel that 1 am gett ing a 

strong hold upon these people t brogh sympathising with tha, 
helping them, winning their confi dence, Prayer meeting is largely 
attended until nowit is difficwlt to accomodate people coming. 

ve hold these mid-week services in our home now for want of room 

in other houses. Rarély is there less than fift re-sente. 

these are occasions of much vocal prayer. last Tlok Thursday night 
nearly twenty vocal preyers were sentup. 1 asked that they 
fomet not to thnk God am to pmise Him for his Fast blessings, 
and to remember as well to ask largely for more to follbw. I urged 
also that they pray for their friends, that others might be brought 
to the Cross of Jesus and there receive forgiv@mess for their sins, 


Mrs. Greist is doing good work withher girls. These yet 

meet weekly with her in our home, ‘they are enthusiast ic. 

I took pictures of them today. I plan also to take a good picture 
of our congregation some Sunny Sunday ami will hope to forward 

you aprint. 1am sending out some fims for printing, being unable 
to do this work here for wntof time and ability as well. former- 
ly did good work in Indiana for an amateur, but cannot do it here. 

+ will soon send Dr. Condit a eomplete set of these, he having asked 
therefo re the weather has rarely been suited to picture making. 


Our coal is yea ae fairly wll am withstrict economy. Te. 
day 4 have a wire from Dr. Condit, forwarded by mail amd a month 
o1d, from Nome, to effect that the Doctor is doing his utmost to 
get usa chipmentof caalvery wrly. Of this + am glad. 
he wood bums poorly, being saturated with sea water and 
frozen, but we manage after afashion altho the church has seldom 
been comfortable this winter. And last Sunday night our fires 
would not bur, but the people forgot the chill. 


I gent you long letter of wG6ommendation last mall, I 
tried to cover the situation as completely as may be. I haw 
great hopes for “ales another year, and sincerely trust the Board — 
may get a vision of it as well, I believe our future is a remark- 
able one for this coast. J! have great faith in this people. 
And may aska continuance of your prayers forme am mine am for 
this race? God help us to win every soul here for Him who assuredly 


is with use 
With kind personal regards, | remain 


Yours sincerely, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Can 


BUREAU OF EDUCATION, ALASKA DIVISION 


ALASKA NATIVE SCHOOL, MEDICAL, AND REINDEER SERVICE 
Nome, Alaska, 


Mar.14,1921. 
Dr.John A.Marquis, 
New York,N.Y. 


® e 
Year Dr.Marquis; 


I have lately returned from a visit to the 
North,during which I spent Lwelve days at Wales,and I feel 
sure that you would like to get an idea of the way things 
are shaping themselves at that place. 

I have been very agreeably impressed by 
the way that Dr.and Mrs.Greist have taken hold of the work. 


With the handicap under which they have both been laboring, 


and their lack of experience in the particular kind of 
work in which they are now engaging,I believe that they 
have accomplished & great deal. I must contess that when 

I first met them I felt sorry that they had been chosen 

to take charge of the work at Wales,but I do not feel the 
same at this time. Dr.Greist ,both gin is, mee ags capacity 
and clerical, has been a great influence for good,and I hope 
that your Mission donot contemplate his transfer to any 
other part of Alaska in the near future. There is a large 
district which he now serves so well,and they need his 
services. I hope that the contemplated hospital for Wales 
will be built the coming year. I intend to write you 


more fully as soon as I return from my trip South, but I 


he Sed eh ein was 


plan to leave Nome tomOrrow or next day and @ must make 
this a short note.I know that you have telt rather anxious 
&as to conditions at Wales so I take the opportunity of 


assuring you of the success of your workers. 


With best regards, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION TO CAPE PRINCE OF WALES 
TH 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. 5S. A. 


WALES? ABASKA 
April 5, 1922. 


Rev. ~re J. A. Marquis, 

General Yecretary, 

the Board of Home Mi ssions, 

The +resbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
New York, 


Year Dr, “arquis: | 
. 1 herewith hand you Report for this Mission ee quarter, that 
of “amary Ist to “arch 3ist. 


Average attendance upon services other thin Prayer Meetings 


throughout the Quarter, - ----+-F. == =5+-- - 7+ Se 89 
Number of services held during this Quarte - - - - - 24 
Special services held (included in above number)- - - 1 
Conversions and renewals during this quarter ---- 54 
This number are all “ales people saving one) 

Baptisms, adult, all in “ales, - ------+--+-- 15 
" infant, a er rag Peeks 5 


Prayer meetings, or Mid-Week services, regularly wld. 


Sunday School Teachers' meetings held quite regularly, 
immediately after “rayer “eeting. 


Services held in Shishmareff, four in number, with 
attendance numbering approximately as Of 185 each, with 
thirty or thereabouts conversions ad renewals, and 5 
infant baptisms. All this not included in report as abovee 
Four families drove forty miles to attend Shishmareff mee tings. 


Respectfully submitted, | 


Hy Wee reist, M.D. 
Missionary in Charge 


Caer UL 12 


THE CAPE PRINCE OF WALES PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 


Wales, Alaska 
March 23, 1921 


Rev. John A. Marquis, D.D., | | + 
General Secretary, 

The Board of Home Missions, 

The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 

New York. 


Dear Doctor Marquis: 


Our mails are so demoralized this winter, always "laying over" 
in Tellar for at least three weeks unless we happily get letters out 
from here by private carrier and to Nome, that it makes for much 
une erta int ye I cannot make my Quarterly Report until after Easte, 
but, account the probability of sending out mil this wedrand directly 
to tome by one of our men, I avail myself of such opportunity to 
write you somewhat briefly of matters in geeral, not formally as a 
Report forthe last three months, but in mticipation thereof. 

we are 

While, far from being satisfied withresults, yet it has pleased 
Godto bless us abundantly this winter. It has seemed that "ALI 
things have worked together far good."  Obstacles,apparently mountains, 
have dwindled to mere ant hills as we approach them and somehow, some 
way, through prayer md faith and faith ad prayer, we hw gotten 
Some victories which earlier seemed too great to hope fbr. 


The health of the community just now is good, with little illness 
other than those chronically indisposed. Some accidents occur almost — 
weekly, out on ice while funting, sprains, bruises, cuts, etc., togdher 
With frost bite, am sane operative work, but on the whole the vinte 
has been characterized with less of all this than th autumn am earlier 
season lead me to antic ip ate. There are some cases requiring operation 
which Incannot well manage as at present situated. +wo cases of seere 
hernia, both acute -- of recent origen, and all but incapac iting 
the two men from work, cannot be operated account the impossibility 
of careing for these mat in our home, md the impossibility of managing 
such cases in insanitary Bare gen dns of their homs. I a ther fore 
holding these cases in abeyance, told you of the very severe 
case of obstetrics, one of the most difficult in dl my rather large 
experience as a consultant in such matters and operator, a young woman 
with deformed pelvis from severe injury in childhood, with fractures 
of pelvis ani femr. With the help of Mrs. Greist, the school teachr 
Mrs. Tait, and a very excellent native mat, we delivered her in the igloo 
am saved her,altho we were forced to lose tl childe Without skilled 
care her life wuld undoubtedly have bea Sacrificed. Her husband 
from gratitwe sent me a hind quarter of deer, and later>on an entire 
carcass, and since her voit Bo young wife has made far nm a handsome 
pair of mucklucks as a present. To the est of my knowledge this is 
the first case in history of this coast when a white phyvsicim ws ben 
called into an obstetric case of a native family. Not being sure — 
that I referred to this in my last letter I briefly mention same again. 
Caesarian section might have saved child, and md.4,.mdthe mother — 
in hospital such would have beaa my attempt. But, gloo far bade ite | ma 
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Attendance upon services has gradually and rerularly 
increased until now my audiences rarely number less than 100, 
And last Sabbath morning, notwithstanding intense cold am a terrific 
wind storm which made it practically impossible for a white ma 
to stand upon his limbs, my morning audiénce numbered 112, md in the 
evening 116 were counted notwithstanding conditions even exceeded those 
of the morning, if that be possible. And several of our young men are 
with herds, asuswil. The revival spirit has grown the whiles 
The people are praying in their homes and are talking of religious # 
matters, and pervading the village from ené to end there sears to 
be uppermost in their minds the things of God, To date there have been 
approximately sixty conversions md renewls among this people, some 
few of this number having been Shishmareff men who have beam down haw, 
but perhaps not more than three of above number are so represented. 
Nearly all the herd boys are converted. They have come to tle village 
in two md threes, leaving the herds in care of one ortwo, am remain 
a bit and then return, sending their fellows to tow. But we are 
not yet done. VYpposition is seen. Some are far from God, apparently, 
being bitterly opposed to practical religion, one man alleging himself 
an infidel, altho I feel he is evm now under conviction Hr sin. 
We are praying and Working with this mam md his brother, both of 
whom are inclined to ridicule "getting new hearts by kneeling to a 
God we camot see.” One o1d 01d woman, a gecat grand mother, 
came forward last week at night so soon asl gave opportwity therefor 
and prayed earnestly with tears ad sobs that 4 esus would com into 
her heart am life, cleanse her and prepare her for t ® great change 
so soon to be realized account ler great aw, and when l told wr t trough 
‘an interpreter that the Savior had more than mt her half-way, that He 
had actually forgiven her sins am given her a new heart ere she 
asked it of Him, she looked at m earnestly a moment md then smiled 
and grasped my hand and wrmg it esxoaskifRK.en stood upon le r feet, 
and continued to smile until she left the house. It was a case of 
simple child-like faith. Another 014 01d womm, a Roman Catholic, 
sought Christ last Sunday night, this woman however being not so 

old as the other, but she was satisfied a abundantly blessed ad asks 
for baptism on aster day. Some entire families mw twa converted. 
The man and whfe whose baby died soon after my arrival wre last summer, 
and who thensaid to ms: "We think we will come to dwech soon and be 
baptised as the Roman priest asked us to do," ani to whom 1 said: “No, 

I will not baptise you until you get Jesus into your hearts, until 
you give your lives to Him and promise to follow Him and serve Him and 
give up some things to which you are addicted,” -- this may got under 
conviction for his sins some weeks since but fought it hard as he is 
the resognised leader of the Cosga dances ami all frolics among this 
people, a fairly good mm but inclined to dll the frivolous things 

to be thought of here and upon the Diomedes of summers. This mn 
sought to evade me ad occasionally only wuld come out to church 

and then remained as far back and in ome dark corner, but I felt it 
and knew him to be fighting conviction. One night l wat t him md 
hela out my hand md said: "Billy, come md give your fart to Jesus.” 

e dropped his lad a moment, bowed faward, md tlen jumped up amd 
almost ran forward and dropped on his knees am began praying. This 
man has worked with his wife since, and two weeks later was instrumental 
in pursuading her to give her heart to Christ. His oldest daughter 
has als bear converted. And now his 014 step-mother has been 
converted, telling us since that fa weeks she has b& en wanting to come 
to Jesus ami could not put it off longer. These people are not . 
emotional, ani everything done is with all deliberation and dignity, eg 
put nevertheless there is an intence earnestness not w be misunderstoof. 
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l have sought earnestly, as well, to make as sure as may be that 

no misunderstanding is had, that these earmst ones comprehend at 

least the fundamentals, that they realize what sin is am that they 

have sinned against God, that they need a Savior, and that J esus who 
lived on this earth, was crucified ani spilled His blood that we might 
live through that sacrifice, has paid tl debt, amd that it only remains 
for us to accept his offer, + have said repeatedly that we can be saved 
in our igloos, out on the ice, any where, if we but put ourselves in 
the right attitude before God, if we repent md tal Christ Jesw at His 

word, but as it is not usual for people todo that, md as it is 

very often true that we need to be lead to%esus, it follows that in 
the church and with the preached Word we are the better able to come 

to Him. + have coupled with all this, teaching of a simple sort, mak- 
ing tw fruits of the Spirit plain, demanding uprightness of character 
as a legitimate and inevitable result of conversion, and insisting 

thst to be a Christian means a workma ‘fbr God, a God's mam, a man 

who should think as Jesus thought, live as He lived, for others, and 
that our lives mw t be above reproach. Home. of these men, at 

least two of them, are earnestworkers already, and are proving 
right-hand-ma@1,.-- Brosefuiam are mn of sterling cl racter, one a 
Christian when 1 camg but the other recently converted. The latter 

is well educated, and + believe will prove capable as an elder later 

on when we organize this church, ‘hese two men go with ms this 
afternoon to pray with a. sick mm, incapable ¢ attending church since 

IT came here (Tuberculosis) and we hope to convert him altho he has mver 

' taken any interest whatever in this church, This man's son has recettte 
ly been converted snd the 17 yr 01d boy is seeking to lead his mother, 
father,and brothers and sisters mtoChrist. 4e came last night ad 

asked if I cannot baptise the entire family, seeming to grasp at that 
remote hope, telling me.that his father has bea praying mum of late. 
ut the mother refises to make any publia move in the evenings ervices 
recently held of evangelistic character, ami I do not know what we 
Will be able to do with here Of course 1 willexplain again, as I 
have repeatedly done, that baptism will save no may, that it but 

seals, is the badge of our profession of Christ. f have sought so 
earnestly to make this plain, some seeming to find it ham to get away 
from some Satholic teaching had. I gave one entire sermon to the 
matter of baptism and its relation to the new birth, insisting that 

it is not essential to salvation, but that it should follow our 
ecohversion as a badge of discipleship, illustrating it in various ways 
from customs among this people ost of them appear to comprehend. 
But, I am ever on my guard as against misconstruction md misinterprta- 
tion. . 1 find it wise to repeat, explain md again repeat, md then 
once more am some times oft times tell it in different ways, Thus 
and thus only am I inclined to believe it possible to make this peope 
understand. Superstition is so deeply rooted that it comes to the 
surface readily am easily if we are not careful t intrénch the te liever 
most carefully as to doctrine, simple tho it be. + am doing my 

best, praying and trusting for the Spirit's leadership always, an 

ever feeling my own terrible wealmess saving as I am guided mad 

lead by Him. Andtl have enjoyed great liberty in my work as l 

have prayed for th& Sprit's guidance and power ere | go into th 

pulpit to speak of Him whose am am Whom” se& to cervee 


I will make my Quarterly Xeport and get it out first opportunity 
following the last Sunday of the month. Fray for m md mine, 
Wrs. Greist is a very busy womm with wr girls md the wmen, md 
seems a general all-around mother to the mothers, girls md children. — 
They come to her for everything, advice md wWi1p in mmy ways. . 
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+ asked Dr. Condit in letter recently if he wuld not undertake to 
advertise in some manner our needs as to 01d clothing for women, 
girls and children. Mrs. G has many urgent calls therefor, 

and could our fiends outside see how badly this under clothing, old 
dresses, skirts, and waists ani underwear for children, are needed, 
Surely some of it would be sent us by parcel post. Freight 

is not to be mentioned as a poss ibits i} as freight cannot be prepaid 
further than Tellar, md freight from ‘ellar hére amounts to nearly 
if not quite as much as from Seattle to Tellar, arcel post is the 
more practical and really costs less, and thus coms to our door, 


“ast month I sent you long letter, detailing our desires for 
this coming year as to improwmarts, hospital, remodelled church, 
Some more work so greatly needed on this mange. * trust that letter 
reached you in good time, 


+ am hoping to get away far a couple of days #¢ Shishmareff this 
next Monday. The trail is good aml it is hardly likely that any- 
thing would deter us from returning in ample time for the following 
Sunday s services. It is possible that two or three natives my 
accompany nm. “any of the men from that excellent village have 
bea@a here this winter, attending church for a week a so, md tlen re- 
turning. All have urged me to come to them for one or two meetings, 
at least. ‘they allege great hunger up there for the Gospel. 

n One occasion three men came in a body to invite me to come for 
such purposee They also begged that ] send them a missiomry 
reside among them, but I explairwd that for the present our church 
has her hands full md that while 1_would tell of their needg they 
must be patient a little longer. + trust you do not fed d is posed to 


criticize adversely my trip there, made at my om expense am in answer 


to such urgent appeals on thir part for "Just one ort wo meetings, 
that the people may hear the Gospel preached." 

ou told me thst my place is in Wales this yea, md in Wales I have 
remained. I did go to Tellar Mission account the severe illness of 
those five or six children, and in answer to a me t earnest aped, 
and missed one Yabbath's services as areult of storm detaining us en- 
route home, but, the children are all getting well, with posad bly 


one exception. 
ad A 


Rev. Mr. “almine of the lelb r Mission sends m wrd tht he 
wishes to visit me md my mission soon, am hopes to &® with us the 
week after “aster. will invite him to preach for us the Sunday he 
is here, Norwegian lutheran, tho he be, lb s% aGod faring ma, 
an earnest worker. for Him, am I! will hope to be encouraged md helwi 
by his visit. 1 grow very hungry at times for som brotlr w tak 
with, some one who could understand am perhaps je lp mw in the many 
problems, the little things, Rev. Mr. “almine goes home this 
summer, and this is to be his farewell t m,. 


Again asking the prayers of tl Church at home 1 am 


Yours sincerely, 


~~ 
~ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT THE CAPE PRINCE OF WALES 


Sere 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 


Wales, Alaska 
April 5, 1922 


Rev. Dr. John A, Marquis, 

General Sec'y, The Board of Home Missions, 
The fresbyterian @hurch in the U. S. Ae, 
156, Fifth Ave., New York. 


Dear Dr. Marquis: 


t hand you herewith my Quarterly Report as of J amary lst to March 
inclusive. My average att endance apparently has reached its flood 
tide. During the last few weeks of arch attendance averaged well 
above 100, the highest number being 128, But with the scattering 
of natives in early summer md for three months, attendance will 
necessarily and through no fault of mine fall, and my next report will 
probably show a decrease. 


the spiritual condition of this people is very good at present, 

but 1 feel that much is to be done yet. They require md awe having 
teaching, instruction in Christian living, and must be fed, fed, all 
the while. But the spirit of doing sonething for God ad the ye ople 
is having its effect. +4 have sought to inculcate that idea. Amd 
there isa marked improvement in waks of charity among them, and 
instances of quiet unostentatious assistance rendered the needy are 
growing, Efforts at leading others to Christ in a definite way are 
also growing in number. 1! have emphasized the necessity fr this. 

An 014 grand-mother, formerly a Yatholic, was converted some three 
weeks since, am atonce began a systematic effort to induce the 

wife and mother ofthe home, the husbmd, and a brother of that 

man, to give their hearts to God. “he persisted in the attempt. 

The head of this house has long claimed to be an “infidel.” Ido 
not think he realized the full meaning of tl term, but nevertheless 
seldom if ever attended services for many months after I came here. 

I felt it unwise to boldly press upon him religious attentions, and 

so bided my time, seeking to obtain his ec idence as far as might be. 
in recent weeks, however, the man has dem @ distraught appearance, 
has been worried, anxious in his manner, am once in prayer meeting 

he suddenly jumped up and left, something no native ever does, m%e4_ 
+ felt him to be under conviction, but let him severely alonee He 
began regular attendance upon cimrch, but sat far back md appeared 

at times infifferent, only to suddenly give closest possible attention 
to everything said and dme, On Friday before Easter his wife went 
to the home of Louis Tungwenok and wife, both retently converted aw 
workers now for God, am asked them earnestly if thy could not bring 
me to their igloo, that she wished something to be done ®r her husband 
at once, that she and he should pee tah teas ee God, that yes was 

ready to do anything necessary, bu at he was in a sad way, 

chat not talk eithoner sat sullen and gloomy the day long. 8ut I 
@id not go. ! asked others to pray for that family am pray earp stly. 


= . at 
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1 felt it best to wait a bit yet. On °aturlay she again called at 
Tungwenok's home and said ghe had b cen praying for herself md 

her husband as well, but that as yet ht ws refusing to talk with 

her, not a word fron his lips being uttered to a soule She said the 
old grandmother was praying and talking too, but thatas yet t hey 

could not get her husband to talk, 1 casented to g0 to thar that 
night altho | doubted as yet the wisdan*of approaching him. On near- 
ing their home, however, we were told they had gone to a native dance, 
something 1 doubted ani yet it seemed unquestioned by others. Tung-~ 
wenok advised that we "bide a wee" and I felt it beste Early next 
morning (Sabbath) not later than 7 o'c, Tungwenok came to my houge ad 
Said: "Mike wants to come to your manse this morningas early as possible, 
and will bring his back-slidden brother md his wife, amd they want 

you to pray for them, and Mike has now Surrendered ami is ready to get 
down on his knees before God." At 9 o'e Mike a@me in With his wife md 
brother “hilip, am within a few minutes Mike was praying on his 

knees to the God he had far go long ignored and even questioned as an 
existing God. J made the steps plain to him and lead him as best 1 . 
could, am ere many minutes he was happy and shook my hand so tightly 
and laughed so happily I could not doubt the work of Grace in his 
heart. The brother was happy also, and the wife delighted with her 
OoWn experience as well as over her husbani's conversion, Within a few 
minutes thereafter, while instruct ing further the class of fifteen adult 
Camlidates for baptism, a young fourteen year 01d girl cam in, and 
when l had a moment with her she begged me to pray with her that she 

too might give her heart and life toJesus, She was converted and I 
baptised hernt le day. Thus has this work of Grace advanced, and at 
times 1 havé been anxious lest I not keep pace with it, lest 1 omit some 
important part in that role 1 am seeking humbly to play. And yet, I have 
prayed much ami earnestly, am constantly, that His Spirit may lead me 
unerr ingly f0 the end that this people may be saved and that they ma 
be built up, taught, instructed md @ couragede + am doing my best. 


It retummed from Shishmareff this week, With three Christian 
natives, and three dog teams, we left for that Northern village 80 
miles distant, on Monday morning early, the 28th wits. We haa planned 
to make the trip in two days, spend two days in Shiskmareff, andl take 
two days fortte return trip, reaching Wales again in amle time ‘or 
Sunday ervicese But stoms seriously interfered aml we were three 
days going, making 17 miles the first day am camping in a deserted 
igloo besmeared with dirt, greese, filled with a thousand odors. from 
old seal meat, ete. But we remained the night and * mast say- slept 
well in my skin bags, The following @ywe made but 18 miles md ree 
mained that night with an Eskimo family, several strangers coming in, 
and 1 had opportunity during the evening to read the scriptures to than 
and to expound more fully the wy of the Cross, Some eighteen souls 
slept in that one room and all on the floor that night. We travelled 
just 45 miles the following day am reached Shishmareff late in eva ing, 
tired, weary, but glad to be among friends who welcomed us in ammner to | 
set at rest any possible doubt entertained theretofore as to our recep- 
tion. 1 had planned to remain the while in a native home oft he bette 
sort, but the Government teacher ani his wife, Mr. ani Mrs. R. I. Nye, 
would not have it md took me to their home wherein | was treated 
like a brother, Special arrangements md beam under way by natives for — 
some time and everything was in readiness forthe series of meetings pets 
held in the schol house. A splemid choir of twelve voices were well oon 
trained, am anorganist of no meanabilitywas had. Ushers had bea 
appointed and trained as to duties. The scholyhousge ws clem as a 
pin, and people came with well cleaned clothes, slean faces, hair cut 
and combed, and children were evidently on special behavior. 3 
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“n all four services were held, twoeach day, one at 2 P.M. and another 


at 6 P.M.,. each of the far being about two hours in length. J did not 
permit general participation in these meetings as is customary with 
them in their services as held by themselves. I made best possible 
use of the time. /! concentrated into my four sermons the fundamentals, 
the creat Christian truths. Sin was handled plainly, and its one 
great Atonement, the one "cure," The Christian life was emphasized as 
a daily walk, not a mere profess ion. The fruits of the Spirit were 
explained as necessary products ofatrue life for Christ Jesus am in 
absence of these fruits I said the pwfession amounted to nothing. 
The duties of parents in the home, care of children both as to sanita-~ 
tion and as to twir Christian training was ca re fully covered. 
Duties of Christian men and women in the commnity at large were also 
expla ined, that these were covered by the two words, giving and doing, 
Shishmareff has long been recognised as a Christian community, md tk 
people are careful as to their three religious meetings every week, 
Thursday aftemoon ami twice on Sunday, at which some onema appointed 
in advance by a church commitee talks to them, every mm in the com- 
munity taking his turn by route. ew if any are other than professors 
of Christianity. 5ut so very seld@®m do missionaries resch then, 
their only contaet with Christian wo kers beinghAs they go up ad down the 
coast, else inland to the Quaker missions, that error as to doctrine is 
inevitable, and oft times profession with than is a mere empty formality. 
Arcument among themselves as to points of Christian duty is frequent. 
eculiar notions are constantly arising amd causing trouble. And much 
eonfusion at times is had. Ll therefore sought to make the path plain 
and simple. Fully thirty came fonerd one night md Rie Fe Christ as 
a@ personal “avior, acknowledging that, altho professing Christians 
some of them, yet they knew Him not as I held Him up to be. Every — 
one of these thirty prayed for a new heart, that Christ might come 
to themas a S$ vior, and make anew their Slee lt did not specify 
hymns to be sung, not knowing tse with w they were familiar, but 
their choir had well chosen, and the last hymn of the closing service 
was --"God be with you till we meet again” and then as we arose to be 
dismissed the choir feelingly volunteered the Doxology. The trip 
homeward was made in forced marches against a terrific storm md in 
“intense cold, it being my best endeavor to reach Wales in time for 
Sunday night service. ut we hardly made it. Yt was nearly 7 o'e 
Sunday night wlen we drove into the village, weary to the bone md cold. 
Our native dogs were poorly prepared for so gtrenuoms joumey. They 
are seldom sufficiently fed, are poor, sle@~ without in stoms, ami 
ecamot travel as do the das of white mu chers, 1 had appointed Jesse, 
an earnest Christian man locally, to care for the pr- yer meeting, and 
not only had he done it but had asked Mrs. Greist for provilege of 
holding a prayer meeting Sunday aftemoon in the native jance houge, or 
Ko sva, expressing his doubts as to our reaching home in such weathere 
ence, 1 felt the day not to haw been entirely a failure, altho I 
exceedingly regret not to have returned in time fa tle days meetings. 
On the whole I feel the trip to Shishmareff to have bear productive of 
untold good to that people.t&exe. They will not soon forget much I 
tola them. JFive or six infants were baptised. Many of them are 
under Quaker influence, or have been in times past,inland, md do not 
accept baptism I simply offered to baptise such as might desire it. 
It is possible that this village of Shishmareff will be moved up coast 
forty miles sooner or later to a point where coal has apm rently bear 
discovered in paying quantities am which coal land has beam reserved — 
for them Until this unsettled state of the village re in either ake: 
a removal else in disnissal of the subject, J] @minclined t mke no  ~ 


was 
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recommendations looking, t casional care ofthis people even tho such 
Sugg est ions were asked # ‘hich ~ amnot forgetting were not requestede 
n time possibly a nurse, carefully trained in the Bible, woulds erve 
them excellenelty well, With a small chapel, in connection 
With her own home, she would be able to give them wonderful help. 
Fossibly then,occasional visits fram this Mission's head would en& le 
her to give them proper Care, This plan is successfuly being carried 
out by the Iutherans at the Tellar Mission and at their inland station 
Mary's Igloo. he minister now resides at the Orphamge at Tellar, 
there also being a graduate nu'se in charge oft he childrentlre, and 
at Mary's Igloo a nurse and very capable as religious worker cares far the 
people, the minister zoing to her assistance once monthly (80 miles) 
and preaching on Sunday. ‘heir work ssems prospering. Evem tho 
Shishmareff is renoved forty miles further up the coast, such a trip 
from here would not prove imposs ible oscasionally altho perhaps not 
oftener than every two months. This, however, is for future considers 
ation if at all. However, “hishmareff is in our logical territory, 
and its people are intelligent, superior, and are in need of sheparding. 
The "Flu" did not reach them, a strict quarantine having been early 
geclared by their town counsel aml they succeeded in warding it off. 
.erhaps for this reason their spirit seems unbroken as was that of 
Yales on my arrival. Their people seam ambitious, wide awake, alert, 
have a superior style of architecture es to igloo, ar cleaner than tl 
Wales people, more attentive to the little matters of village life, hae 
a committee of three nafives which committee visits every igloo md home 
once each month to inspect same as to sanitation etc., md have a prize 
which is monthly given to the cleanest home. Many cases of illness 
however were found by me, and some are in need of special surgery. I pre 
scribed for these sick ones and am sending medic ines by messenger, the 
local swply being inadequate or not affording that needed. cannot 
undertake to do tne surgery mentioned until such time asl have better 
facilities here, Je population there is about 140. 


Our coal supply is nearly exhausted. The intense cold with heavy 
winds (and winds here are said to be the fiercest in all the world,) 
has made for hot fires. While we have exercised the greatest possible 
care, yet the supply has gredually dwindled until now we will be 
be exhausted within two or three weks, and many long weeks of winter 
is ahead ofus. I haw considered several plans. tft is possible tht 
the local Bureau of Sdueation man, I. “ait, can let me have another 
tuo tons, which with some drift wood may erve until warmer weather. 
But his 55 tons are nearly gone, at least his supply not totaling 
more than ten tons if that, which is under heavy snow drifts aml cannot 
be invoiced. If he cannot spare sufficient, 1 will try drift wood, 
but the heating units of this water-soaked md half-trotten pine is low. 
14 has proven very difficult tm heat the church thwrewith this wirt er. 
lf this proves impossible as a fuel, then 1 must take my wife md 
child to fellar where this Mission has supposedly geventeem tons of 
coal, and I will put them in a cabin or in the hotel, and leave then, 
returning to my charges herée i dislike to do this, but thre ap- 
pears no other recourse to date. Mr. “ait, Sup't locally of the 
Bureau of “duecation, appears willing to divide coal,with me, but I 
hesitate to accept same if on further investigation his supply is more 
nearly exhausted than he has dared hope. Another yea itis to be hoped 
our supply will reach us amply in time, and prove-adequate,. the Arctie 
is a hazardous place in which tobe without fuel. And it has also 
har’ to get on without coal for church services altho we have warn our 
parkas throughout serviceg and have smiled in anticipation of betta Wi. 


things another year. se 
8 . ‘ ot ‘ ree =: ; 
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Rev, Dr, Condit wired me in February that he is making every effort 

to get supplies of fuel to me first boat sailing out this or next 
month, but the ice in these waters will not go out until late June or 
early July, and that coal will not arrive in time to srve 77 immediate 
necessities. In both Nome and Tellar a coal famine has beam felt this 
winter, and high prices could be had for the residue of our years supply 
in *ellar. It is more than likely that much of it has been taken 

and that payment therefor will be proffered another spring, but I 
consented to nothing ofthe sort. ‘Storage on this coal will be heavy 
and lighterage also will run into money. DidI know positively that 
Dr. Condit had shipped sufficient for another year I would perhaps do 
well and thereby save your Board much money by selling the coal possibly 
yet in Tellar and thus save freights and lighterage thereon in spring 
when we have it shipped tous. But in abgence of definite information 
as to how much coal is coming from Seattle, and in absence as well ~ 

of proper authority, I have taken and will take no steps as to this. 
Freight from Seattle to wales, understand, when such is possible as a 
direct shipment (and 1 understand that Dr, Condit is tms shipping 

coal this present month,) is much less -- at least 325 to 335 per ton « 
less, than same coal shipped via +ellar md there unloaded on dock and 
re-shipped as was done last season, 


trusting for your hearty support in all ! have tried to do, and 
that you will over-look with charity my errors, at least thatryou wil 
be as considerate as may be in criticismw, I am 


i je Ee 


He We Greist, M.D. 
Missionary in Charge. 


Yours sincerely, 


April 6, 1921, 


Dr, H. Greist, 
Cape Prince of Wales, 
. Alaska. “ 


Dear Dr. Groist: 


I have been wanting to get an opportunity to write 
you for some time, but have been so crowed that I could not get 
to it. Let me say first that I am very much pleased with your 
letter and the report of the work that you are doing, I have 
passed your letter around in the office and everybody is highly | 
gratified. I om also sending copies of it to the brethren of 
your presbytery in Indiane for the obvious reason that I want them 
to see you are miking good in that difficult field, . ha Panis 


: The second thing I want to say may come to you as 
something of a Surprise and 1t is this: It is very probable that 
‘We will want you to go to Point Barrow and take charge of tae mission 
aud hospital there. Dr, Spence, as you probably know, was compelled 
for health reasons to come out lost sumer, He is too old and in~ 
firm to return. So far, we have not been able te get a physician 
with the necessary missionary impulse to undertake that work. We 
_ have a multitude of physicians who want to go to take charge of the 
hospital but who care nothing for the missionary work. As you know, 
we put the souls of the people first and would not want any physician 


there who gees merely for the adventure or to take care of the hos- 


pital . 


: | I do not need to go into the situation there in detail 
as you are probably familiar with it. lr. Ride has been acting very 
badly and we have discontinued his comection with the Board alto-— 

gether, The nurse we sent up, as you probably imow also, mrrisd — 
the captain of the vessel that took her up ani forsook the field, We 


are sending this summer another trained nurse who is a thorough Chris— 
tian women and who goes only for missionary reasons, Miss Florence 


Deakin. ua 


Eee ; 
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At any rate, will you please let me know at once how this 
matter appeals to you, We will try to get someone to go to Wales nnd y 
if we gan not got a physician, we feel that that field can get along — 
better without o physician than Point Barrow, for two reasons, First, 
is the presence of the hospital at Barrow and second, the population 
there is much larger than at Wales. in the winter time, I understand, 
there are from 750 to 10090 people at Barrow, 


I am writing Dr. Condit to this effect also, | In case the 
plan outlined above is carried through, I should like to have you join 
the nurse on the "Bear" or the "Herman" on its way to Barrow and go with 
her. 


We have Sad oniered supplied for both Wales and berrow te 
next year, We are sorry that matters miscarried in regard to their 
adslivery for this year, — 


2 With warm regards and appreciation to you and Mrs, Greist, 
I am | Ce Sau | 


Very truly yours, — 


JAM dD 


YUL 484 ISLA 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT THE CAPE PRINCE OF WALES 
SE eee 


Wales, Alaska 
April 26, 1921. 


Rev. John A, Marouis, D.D-, 

veneral Secretary, the Board of Home Missions, 
he resbyterian Vhurch in the U. S. Ae, 

New York, 


Dear Doctor Marquis: 


I dp not remember just when last I wrote you. Hoping, however, 
by a party going to Tellar taorrow,to get mail out to Nome ere the "break 
up" begins, and hence in time for the return oftle first nboat in June, 
+ am availing myself of the opportunity to write yous least briefly. 


It is yet very cold, having been within fom degrees of zero much 
of this week. . Nearly all the men of ow village are whaling, the season 
on this coast lasting from ten days to two weekssonly. here are three 
crews, in as many large skin boats. No success has been had as yete 
Many whale are seen but the vast amunt of floating ice has asset 
made it impossible each and every time to get sufficiently near. Because 
dog meat is scarce, it is very desir:ble to secure a whale. Walrus hunt- 
ing last year was poor. ‘eal have been shot in abundance, and they are 
at a premium because of their need both fa humam andi dog consumption. 
I greatly dislike to have the mem hunt on Sunday and they know my position, 
and the large majority are in sympathy with me, bat nevertheless account 
the great need for meat and becsuse oft lk short whale seasm, |! felt ~ 
constrained to withdraw serious objection to hunting during at least a a 
part of the day. But last Sabbéth, altho a committee of two had waited 
on me Saturday night to discuss with me the important question, am while 
in the end I counselled that they try to give at least tle morning to 
worship, yet some of the m@ remained in the village the day. I can 
but feel that "circumstances aiter cases.” = told than, that if a 


whale were seenclose in am during service, | wulfi-close md assist 
in its capture, but that we must do what we,can to main tie integrity 
of the day. Night service was begun at g:30 in the hop& that those men 


at the hunt might return, but at least one crew remained out adil night. 

We had an attendance of but 95 in the late service, but it, was a time of 
much blessing. I had six conversions md renewals, Mrs. ames Keok being 
one of the latter, the other adults being two women from up the coast 

and here en route to Nome or temporarily here during the whaling. Three 
were young girls. In the morning service I had 115 present, a felling 
off also from recent audiences, but caused by absence of mar, rayer 
meeting last week was attended but by one mam, all others being out on 

ice until late at night. No fire was had account scarcity of fuel md 

the prayer service was held in the co church, but nevertheless the 

women and children seemed to mjoy it and were relustant to leave evm% 
when 1 felt it absolutely mcessary to cloge account the frost. VS Wee prerent- 
The above six, converts or renewals, bring my local number up t9 sigtty-one, 
which added to the thirty confessions at *hishmareff ma&es a total of 91 
who have sligned themselves actively for Christ this winter, 


a P 
Mrs. -reist has just computed carefully the number of garments made by » 
‘excel? for ee aod 01d widows in need, am she finds the number 64. 
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Some of these are made over from old garments, made out of this and that 
which she has found or discovered somewhere, but a large proportion 
are made from gingham and outing flannel brought by us for our private 
ug@. “~ had purchased over 100 yds each of gingham and outing flannel 
as against our possible needs during an indefinite stay, but that 
stock has rapidly dwindled of late. Of corse, this material is used 
gratuitously, as these poor have nothing with which to purchase. 
na recently completed physical survey of all children of this 
village | discover but two who approach the norm, every child of school 
age being abnormal in some matter. About 86% suffer from mal nutriton, 
and this per centum would have been higher but for the presence in the 
School of three childrenrecently come from Shishmareff who were in far 
better condition than our average. 1 find no evidence of active or in- 
herited gs ilis, but there are evidences of Tuberculosis in several. 
“any are under weight, under size, others with adenoids, tonsels, adenitis, 
(enlarged glands,not always read ily determined as.to xis causstion,/ and 
bad mucous membranes of upper air passages. Practically every child in 
the village has hasal catarrh, Meny, many wre inadequately dressed. 
Mi stakes were many as to methodsof dressing, 1 forthwith called a 
village meeting in the school houge am addressed them on child wellifare, 
and with help of Mrs. Greist and Mrs. Tait, the teacher, placed certain 
elected cases high up on a table and used them as texts for remarks. 
urged am insisted on better clothing, at least on improved methods of 
making those clothes (suchas for instance, Suspenders, home-made, instead 
of a tight walrus hide strap about the hi e fa smell child, az 


many children are made to hold their clothes up in this barbarous manner.} 
I showed one little girl alreadydefomed byt his strap. told them 3s 


what this would ultimately man for her as she approache& womanhood ad 
enteré$ actively upon its duties. I stated that within a fortnight I 
would make another inspection am would Wish to find no strap used on 
boy or girl, Mrs, Greist would assist any mother or guardian in making 
suspenders, or, with the little girls, waists with buttons on whih 


skirt s can be hung, any are busy at once, also showed them 
what poor ventilation and lack of. sunshi Will d for a child, md urged 
sanitation all along the line, said: In 25 yrs these boys and girls Z 


will be the men and women of this village; give them a food start, Drury 
But I cannot assist as to nutrition, in so far as mal nutrition d epends 
on inadequate food. With the small hospital motlr year, ani a nurse 
to take charge of the one hot mid-day meal offered us Hr al these 
orphans and other peedy children by the Bureau of Education (provided the 
recommendation of l’'r. vans to said effect is acted on favorably in Seattld) 
we will solve a multitude of errors, “nese children get seal meat 
and tea three times a day, many of them that and nothing more. 
Some others have "sour dough” cakes every morning, but -- what of it? 
No child should have them. ‘They needg cerials, milk, fruit juices, 
ome potatoes; but alas, they camot have them as at present situated. 
erhaps, later on we may achieve something better, and that first comma 
is there advisedly. + do not wonder that this people wilted so quickly 
with the Influenza, They had little resistence. last week at one 


time we had three little patients in our ow home, all eye cases. 

these parents cannot be depended upon to care for this class of ca seS. 

ne child has lost the sight of one eye, her f ster mother simply neglect 

ing her -- "Too busy", said she, Ig 7 Lek hese kL OTL, wm OD Cardy © Ae 

The work goes on, and yet I am waem strivin the while to raise t 

gtandard higher. ae that the “ord has 3 ignally blessed cae hae 
he condition of the village in many ways is far in advance of that I 

found it. I regret the time has com for the people to,seatter lar y 

for the summer, tne for use 1 think perhaps not’ so many will go to Nome 
as last season. And nota grea}mmy will leave mtil opening of naviga= 
tion. FX hem Dtheurd bx AA tp asap C5 Vtmanl Ct Sed tm 07, Clete 
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The fuel problen has tecome acute. Dr. Condit's wire that 
coal was purchased and would be shipped en—theDeom-cotmsiaae “ay 1st 
is reassuring, but the Fox or 4eman cannot unload on this coast until 
ice goes out in mid-July. am trying to obtain drift wood, but it 
proved all bot impossible and of exceedingly poor quality. Pew pieces 
larger than four or five inches in diamter were to be had am they were 
very hard to find, atives insisted they could make no money at all 
at ¥25 per cord.--would lose at the venture. [ne little boy kept at 
it and has now nearly acom tohis credit. ast week I asked the 
Village Council (+ncorporated under the Maes Government) to condemn 
an Old igloo entire too close to our church, whose omer is insane 
and in anasylum in Yregon, all known heirs being dead.s Mr. Evans had 
stated that the Village Council had jurisdiction, and Mr. W. T. Iopp 
when here five yrs since had virtually said that th structures must 
come out. The building,and a structure above ground belonging to 
Same party, were forthwith formally condemed md offered for sale, money 
to go on, deposit and at interst for beefit of insane omer, I1 got the 
two for #50 and am having them torn out for wood, I made voucher t hepefor 
With Dr. Condit, and trust the Board will protect me in the aet as wood 
must be had, “here was but one other altemative, to send my wife av 
child to fellar where the remain er of our coal is stored, am rent 
for them a cabin and supply them with our cod. hat would prove 
far more expensive and most unsatisfactory. They would have to go this 
present month of April as sledging between here am Tellar will end 
very soon, am they could not retur® until first boat in July, nor could 
1 enter into communication with them. ButI determined thereon, 
in case I could not secure fuel. The Governmental supplyat the school 
house (they received 55 tons last autzm, whike we had but 14,) is all 
but exhausted also. hey neve rt hel ess let me have twenty sacks (85 lbs 
each) three weeks sim é. hat will last a short while, am is being | 
used with great care, ence, I hailed with delight the opportunity to 
buy the condemed igloo. That may save the day for use 


Kardon these rambling remarkse ‘ith personal regards md renewed 
requests for your prayers in behalf ofthis Mission md its wrkers, I am 


Yourss incerely, 


May 5, 1921, 


Dr. Heury VW. Greist, 

Gape Prince of Wales, via Nome, 
Gare of Mr. W. F. Baldwin, 
Alaska. 


Dear Dr. Greist: 


- ‘Your letters of January 50th and February lst have come and I 
have read them with deep interest. I am turning over the list of supplies you 
request to Dr, Condit who will do the best he can. 


Before taking up other matters I want to tell you that we are all 
pleased with your letters and the account you give us of your work, let me repeat 
¢hat we believe you have made good and we are back of you to the limit of our 
poor ability. You did exactly right in taking those long trips to minister to 
the poor people who were sick, and you may be sure always of our approval in such 
humanitarian service. The only misgiving we have is the danger you may have run 
to your own life ami health. But this we must trust to your judgment - =: 


flow I want to take up a matter which I know will mean severe dis- 
appointment to you and especially to the good people at Wales, but I am sure that 
you and they, when I relate the cireumstances, will approve. : . As 


Some months ago I wrote you about the possibility of our being 
compelled to ask you to leave Wales and take charge of the hospital and mission. 
at Point Barrow. We have done our best to get a physician to go to the latter 
place, but so far have failed, We advertised in all of the leading medical journals. 
in the church papers, and wrote to all of the medical colleges, asking for a Chris- 
tian physician to take Dr+ Spence’s place. We have had many, many applications, 
but whilst most of them could qualify from the medical point of view, none of them 
were able to meet our standards for Christian devotion and service. That is, they 
lacked the missionary spirit. We explained to them that wo wanted a missionary 
first of all, and that unless he could go there to Barrow to heal the souls as well 
as the bodies of those people, we could not consider him. I regret to say that 
most of them wanted to go for the venture, and this you know is out of the question 
in a missionary organization. 7 vine 


3 The result of it all is that we are now at the beginning of May, 
within two months of the time when the journey ought to be made, and no one in . 
sight, §0 I have sent you the following telegram, in care of lr, Baldwin in Nome; — 


"Have failed to secure missionary for Point Barrow. 
Board wants you to take charge of mission and hos- 
pital there, Gondit will join you on Bear or other 
boat and help you get established, Will do our best . 
to find successor for Wales. ‘Trained nurse will 

be along." | 


H.W.G. aa 2 = 


My heart goes out to those people at Wales whom you have so 
faithfully served, but a missionary who is not a physician oan take charge 
there far better than at Point Barrow. We must have a physician at the 
latter place. The hospital is finished and ready for service, 


You may know that Miss Jordan, whom we sent there last summer 

' @8 a nurse, married Captain Pedersen of the HERMAN and came out. We have se- 
cured to take her place Miss Florence Dakin, a trained nurse and a very devoted 
Christian. She has been applying for the position all winter, but we have not 
decided until recently, hoping we could get @ physician and allow him to have part 
in selecting a nurse. It is indicative of Miss Dakin'’s character that she never 
until yesterday mentioned the matter of salary, and only then asked how mush it 
was to be- Whilst she has no means of her own she is ready to go there and endure 
the sacrifices as a true missionary of the cross for a bare maintenance. She will 
join Dr. Condit at Nome on the BEAR or some other boat, and you and sett family 
will be picked up at Cape Prince of Wales and taken to Barrow. 


Dr. Gondit on the way out will eo. over with you the whole situation. 
There are complications which we will have to trust te your wisdom to iron out, — 
minaly with Mr. Eide, who I regret to say has been a disappointment and caused 
considerable trouble during the past winter. He has been dismissed from the mission — 
and will hereafter have no connection with it unless you find 1t absolutely necessary 
to employ him. He is a troublesome spirit and 1 fear will create difficulties for 
you up there. I hope he and his family will come out so as to leave you free: 
However, 1 want you to understand that you are head of the mission and in absolute 
control. Should you desire to employ him as your janitor or assistant you have 
the right to dismiss him at will. However, my advice would be not to employ him 
except as an absolute necessity. Furthermore, Miss Dakin is a retiring woman in - 
middle life and he may be a great annoyance to her if he ae about the eset 
and we will depend on you to protect her also. : 


The property of the mission there consists of a mission house ov. 
manse, @ good church building ani the hospital. ‘There is a school there with which 
you will want te work in a spirit of harmonious cooperation as we know it is 
your desire to do, 


Will you please etka to the guia people at Wales our sincere 
regret in taking you from them. We will continue our effort to get a physician 
first of all, and failing in that to get a minister or other missionary worker 
to take your place in that important station. P,int Barrow has more people, 
but this is not the deciding factor in asking you to go LPs but the fact that 
on account of the hospital a Pata Ae is imperative. 


I would like you to know also that at our regular noon-day prayer 
meetings here prayer has been made through the winter for you and your work at — 
Cape Prince of Wales, and we will continue to do that while you are still further 
north at Point Barrow. You will have a great work up there, much larger than 
Dr. Grenfell's in Labrador, and we will stand by you in every way within our 
power, 


We are sending to Point Barrow this year 100 additional tons of 
coal, Our first requisition was for 80 tons, but in order that there may be a 
year’s supply in ease of emergency we are sending 100 tons additional. We ask 
you, therefore, to Ay special attention to conserving this coal rig so 


that you may always have enough on hand to carry you through an additional 
year in case the boats fail to reach Point Barrow at any time. 


There will be a coal supply of 30 tons, and other items, go to 
Cape Prince of Wales, and will you please make arrangements that these also 
be cared for until your successor arrives. You had better make arrangements 
for protecting this coal and other supplies with a view to the possibility of 
our not being able toe find any one for this winter and the mission being 
vacant for another year. 


With all good wishes, I an 
Very sincerely yours, 


JAM: ES 


THE CAPE PRINCE OF WALES PRESBYZERIAN MISSION 


th oe tt nt is 


Wales, Alaska, : 
May 8, 1921. 


Reve H. N. Morse, 

Publicity Dep't, 

The Board of Home Missions, 

The “rssbyterian Ohurch in "the U.S. Ae, 
New Yorke 


Dear Brother: 
“n addition to enclosed remlar form which I haw filled owt. 
In this new Mission to the Eskimo at Wales, Aladxa, 


aside from the regular cmrehwork, and medical department over 
which the writer Peewee ees Mrs. Greist, & graduate nurse, jhas 
ti 


ed ieSe 
aw tabs wert ; fi Barbee a etal 
@ie has hhd a cinas 64 thixbten girls for many months to 


whom she has been teaching "First Aid, home nursing, ef e” 
wo fited therefrom amazi 


aie This same class has also met with wr once weekly fa the 
last eight months for ins ruction in dress-making, sewing, 
knitting, crochetting, cutting and fitting, ete. 


nytt. A elass of foppay ten to fifteen younger girls, (ten to 12) oe 
: likewise met with her in our home weekly for 1A BEES tion in patina. 
repairing their underwear, stockings ets. 
& 
Pat A - elass of ee a ae Ors Ss one mont i for mn chip eey in 
i ohindsnel are: : re hersed ae } i 64 ¢ are 


Sincerely yours, 


A A 
Henry W. Gre#st, M.D. (ordained) 
issionaryAn charge. 


a 
Re {= 
oe | Sars 
iia  , Ae ee. , 


E. C. Greist, 
Xie GR, 
Dayton, Ohio, 
May, 16th, 
V9) Brgy 
Rev. John A, Marquis, 


156) Fifth Ave. ; 
New York City. 


Hear SLT} 
I write. to you in reference to my father 

who is acting as medical missionary in Alaska, You 
will recall that I wrote to you sone six months ago asking 
that you try and get him to do as he should in the way of 
paying alimony to my mother and in that letter I explained 
the case 'T) thinkifully. You answered a very nice letter 
and said that you would see what you could do, I trust 
that you have done something, at least taken the matter 
up with my father but if you have nothing has come of it. 

The reason for my writing at this time is more than 
just for my mother whom he rightfully owes almost eighteen 
hundred dollars now, My brother whom is just two years 
older than an I has been taken down with tuberculorgis and 
has been in a pretty bad condition for about three months, 
He is now in the advanced stages I think and something must 
be done and done quick or there will be no use of anything 
at all, He is now in the state Sanitarium in Indiana but 
they will not keep him over sixty days at the most and needs 
far better treatment than he gets there, We have not the 


funds to send him to a place where he can recover and we 


must get them somehow, My father owes in alimony and 
rightfully should pay it enough to send him away and restore 


to him Bis health, 


And so I ask that you try to do something to make 
him see where we need help. I have been out of school only 
about a year and not being able to get employment in Newcastle 
where my mother is I am staying here in this city and boarding. 
On a small salary and living away from home as I must I find 
it hard to help ang to amount to anything. 

I would appreciate it very much if you will let me 
know what you have done and if you think that you will be 


able to do anything, Thanking you for same I am 


Very truly yours, 


Oras eee a 


JUN 1°7 1921 
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Wales, Alaska 
July 5, 1922 


Reve Yr. J. A. Marquis, 

General Secretary, 

The Board of Home Miss ions, 

The fresbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
New York, 


My dear Dr. Morquis: 

I have the honor of submitt ing my Quarterly Rerort as of April -- 
June, 1921, 

Numb er of regular services, (not including the regularly held 
mid-week service, or Prayer Meeting,) - - -.- - -----+s- 25 


Bumiier0 1 Specie] seryicgs sh aie ieee a et ce 2 


Prayer Mee tings regularly held Thursday night with large 
att mdance alvays. 


Average att em ance upon regular and piled re services (not 


including preyer meetings, or mid-weekservice/ - ----+- - 116 plus. 
Baptisms: 
On confession of faith - or 
Ault vo 3 a= ke Oe ee ee 
infmt. "Children o f- the-Cevemut” + -.- =". = 2 
Mayriages -.-~ ---- = - 2-5-5 5 4 -- ese 1 


Some conversions and renewals, but count is lost, 


Sincerely, 


Henry 7. Greist, M.D. 


Miss ionary in Cha ree. 


Opp ge tet 


: Pe asin ar once or twice, and Loosen 


Cae ee i mee 

© us a Wes ay 5, 198 ve 
‘Revs Jase H. Cond it, Da ee ie eee oh. Na 
‘Stated Clerk: Yukon bicoerlaet <r : 


| Yunaew, ALagtae 


ny dear Dre Cond tts 


Under Presbyterian tae: it be ec ones. ny P allie: duty a on i 


privilege as well to remit to you as Stated Clerk, Yukon 


Presbytery, at epee of. this cae it Aesereent ale ee 


he: cm rehe 


‘This step was not vabee cinay or ‘aitiont payertel 


and ¢arefal cm side mtion of all factors. involved. You ¢un- 


sellel that I “hasten slowly,” and that 1 first study my veo” CS 


+ Gnsofar- as Pease apeann lip senda al with ae Bgate haaeiee " Sica! 
: HORSE Y. to FOe : 


coe Nee wilt cambiar that ates the Lait ‘eon Weare. ee was) : 
(a ehuw ho manization here, that the Congregat ionalist miss fon= 

ary we ported a list of 130 "mend ers in "Full communion.” Ad= 

) Mitting fat in the interval that organization has gone to pisces 


that a large majority of the menbers so reported are now dead, 
tmt practically all the more prasinent ones are deceased, ard th 


- the people as a whole have passed through a demrmlising ped renal 


that L found them nominally Christ ian but "lukewarm" to say + 
Least: and: with poss bly fon excaptions, -— admi tt ing’ this, we- 
should renenber however thet this ws not wholly virgin poile 
Théy required revival, teahing, training, instrwtion ofe  — 
wital sort And that 1 gave them each and every. week, ee npo 
/ dine ani precept upon p recep t," praah hin toe the Cros 7 “m0 % ene 
stories ani faizy tales to entertains — ainly © aught the 
‘great truths of Sin, the Atonemart, ee rh t raed the Christian ° 
‘graces, the fruits of the Spirit. . After the ‘eonvers ion of mEyy 
the renewed all o¢iane to Christ ofoters who at some time hat 
gonfessed Him, «- after this revived comdition of this ‘pecwhe. an 
bee ace of their entimsiasm (if ‘the Nskimo can ever be said to te. 
hustastic) at last their inteme interest, 1 talked freely 
“with gare of the more prominent pore at. differnt bines. as hi 
‘@ perboted cm rch omanizetion. - Shere appeared a grow 
in its wisdom, and sane expressed a desi re. that. it be atenptede, 


Some weeks 2, evions: 0 receiving aod fran “the: Board. that, a 


he es. ¢o Barrow,/i had bemn referring to the obligations resting 
ee re offic ial m mers ofa clu zh, 


“their chosen leaders anes he 
the advantages of organized hake) es. 


- nad’pmeched ay a he 
‘Ud 205% ara’ mpaall 


aay toeall a scomren 
v ae Ashes» Ther die 


evel, oe 


eo Se VE, eee ly * 2 Ae ere - VV. PRE a: Mme ek Fr 
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-, Board have assured me that my successor Would arvive'sither = =. - 
 dDefere.or quickly after my departure from this fielé, perhaps  .. i's 
then it would have beon better tO po st pone organization; | ae 

| . : the Board eold not give me this a88 | | 


ce f this organi 


At. a calle 
be proposed, its 
/ assumed by 
j and this motion was fomally 


| With the ch Ses 
Clerk of the meat ing, the following names were i oposed, c and im. ar 
Ragozruk and Walter Kemamssok, / the witer had carefully explatine 

N\the duties of eldors, their high mom standing requisite, and } 

V'+Adem ended ¢ hat the people chose with all pwperca@e,/ At same + 


aera 


Pelt 


Bee f 
¥ wy, Le 
ey oe « 


 hous@ and other P | : Or. ep bane vite A 
-)  torthe Boara, 4; was explaind that this board of Trustees 
| Nob legally orzanized undar statu 

ies nerely elected to such r espons 

Gs A 


y 


property, 
2 Arthur oer 


N 


Ore Conti SEEING RCM RCH Sat Mr Ute pe are rey messi 26 a 


yy ‘Not anti Sunday, Poeth,. were elders pie ‘sous ee: ofdsinhs” 
‘This service was made as Wnpressive as. might be, the people = 
were carefully again instruct al as to their alle gianee bee Neste 
chosen elders ul are to rule over Pate. t heir deagonp, ot | 


On Sund@y, July 3a, 1921, ‘one week after oda inat ion of 
ys elders and deacms, Communion service was had, 2 solem oeeasion, 
end one surely long to be remonbered by tle people 1 had: 
ime my very best in instruc the people as to these matte rs, 
and on Saturday night had t he Congregation together for a . 
-} gpeelal services a¢ which 1 reviewed the Lord's Supper in. ell 
it 4ts details, its meaning, and impressed all with its o pertwic 


ities ‘as a § pi ritus 1 feast, its sifnificance as a contin baer REIS 
ete., ete. iI mainta ind Stoutly that none must approach the t&@le. 
of the lo mi without due preparation therefor, and 1 assured. eidghheaey 3 
as best 1 cold as to the fitness of a1] candida es for the 
Communion. I had a. we ek previous demanded that every one ‘who - 
expected. to sit at. the Table either see me in my home on pga Ie § 
evening between certain hours, else see me at the chureh that. might, 
oy on Sunday morning erly at 4 given houre. ‘These then on 


; 

t 

} 

; Sunday were know to the tao elders, and this "class" were seated 

in frm¢ on certain benches, in all @ out fifty in number, 

| 1 exeluded children and all even among professed converts up to 
\) about fifteen or sixtem yrs ef age, believing they could not. 

| sufficiently understands A Pew converts who did not give me ope 

| portunity to eamverse with then in advance, and who had res 3. 

, maine avey from the special service the night previous, wre ex Ve 

F cluded and without undue embarassment. I made every pm per: , 

: effort to err in nothing, exercising all possible cre, . ger 
| The service was beutiful, and th tw elders, who eat with > Fs 
|-at mall table in fr mt, Served meaatihmekig excellently wate eee ay 
| Well or better thn gee white mar | have goon do this work. . 
iG Sermon this daysas short, The entire ‘service lasted pe oh 45 inet 

this, then, as a formal report to you as. Stated Clark, aa ‘as 

General lissionary to Alaska, as well. I hope I have the ie 

- gommendation of Presby te ry and of the Board as well. ode have acted 
in all eoseiencs, and as unto the Lorde oh U otehdaal all ok ert 43 oS Baal 
dhe Bay ric my bless the ac ion had.” Ro ile 


Yours sincerely. for His. cmoreiee 3 9 


ws 
Je 


i 
an 
OF 


Ve 
VAL 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT CAPE PRINCE OF WALES ¢&% d 
“ty 


f 


, ~ ies : 
Wales, Alaska, mS an J 
July 14, 1921. Dri. we | 
. vy" 
Dear Dr, “arquis: | | yr 
For twelve days a severe storm has raged on this immediate gr / 
coast to the embarassment of all shipping. Three power schooners iy 
A 


in all have passed here -- yes, a fourth as well, but none could 

send a boat ashore. One anchored for a few minutes in the at- ao 
tempt to communicate with us account several cases of illness on tou 
board, but could not until later at which time some of these peo- tw 
ple walked into thvillage mdtleft their “ecards” in way of an epi- Va 
demic of acute catarrh (almost what some physicians term the "Grippe™) © © 
and practically every mam, woman and child in this village have 

suffered therefrom. Another schooner proved later to wv te a 

the "Silver Wave," chartered at Nome by a Standard Oil bunch of 

men en route to Barrow where they will file extensively on oil 

lends, it being the intention of the Standard 011 Company to drill 

next yeare The mail boat was a third, and it has not been 

heard from since, Wales being the Northernmost point to which it 

is supposed to go this first trip of th season. It is believed 

she was forced to seék shelter as far North as Kotzebue, possiblye 

The fourth proved to be a small boat from Nome chartered for the 

summer by a party of three men from the states, prospecting 

on the Siberian coast fo locations for three missions. This 

boat sought shelter in Lopp's Lagoon, and tere remained fe some 

days. The leader of this commission, the Rev. Dre C. F. Sodergren, 

of Minneapolis, gent me his card by a native who happened up that 

way, Saying the party desired much to visit me the Sunday they 

were faced to pass bye They represent various organizations 

of Lutherans, 


On Tuesday of this week, the 12th, Dr. Sodergren walwd into 
Wales from some miles up North, bringing whim a very ill half- 
breed native from another of the four schooners which had appealed 
to the ReveradDoctor's outfit for relief, It seems that the 
netive schooner ran her flag up at hd f-mast asa distress signal, 
and every effort was made to pet to her with the result tut this 
na tive was found to have bt em the victim of poor dentistry, teeth 
having been extracted by the captain of th native schooner and with 
resulting infection. The three missionary gentlemen gave every 
assistance md finally the sick man was gotta to the beach, and 
with great difficulty he ws brought into Wales. The Doctor came 
m ahead, and I sent a dog teamafter the sick mm. We put 
the patient into school house, hastilly rigging out a hospital, 
and volunteer nurses have wen in charge, from among the girls train- 
ed in a measure by Mrs. Ge, assisted by one ortw men, I operated 
at 5 A.Me this date withthe result that I believe there is’ a chanee 
for recovery, Extensive sloughing, abscesses, etc., extend thr oukhot 
tissues of negk, upper throat, ete. I sayy "Chance™ advisedly; it 
certa inly looks doubtful. 


I have be en unédble to meet the other tw ma on th ‘nis siorary 
‘poate _ Dr. Sodergren took tea with me ere returning tae: | 
by dog team am a little wagon I had one of ow mem use. 


i 


Rev. Dr. Marouis -- 2. H.oWeGe, July 14, 191. 


He isa man of fifty or more, and wholly unaccustomed to the rigors 
of this climate and the exertions of the day were almat too mud. 

l find him a cultured gentlemn of the highest typee He briefly 
gives me a outline of their plan, or rather of their hoyeSe 
They are mavely prospecting, “inspecting” that they may lo- 

cate missions. It is hoped to place one at Hast Cape, one at 
Anadier, and one dom at . Missionary Hoyer,of Sweden, 
one of the three, has been in mission work fa thr ty years, in Per- 
sia, Armenia and in Norhtern Russja. The third man is a young 
worker located now in Alaska, at Blim. The Doctor said:"We ward of 
your work while yet in Seattle, and at Nome we were again told of 
it, and at Teller while visiting our Iutheran Mission we for the 
third time were apprised of your efforts, and we determined at all 
hazards to get in touch with you and havet t happiness of grasping 
your hand." He and his two companions were almost without food, 

no bread and no butter. It seems that the storm in some manner has 
worked a very great disrrangement of their plans and that they are 
out of touch with their "commissary depart nm.” Mrs. G. supplied 
them in so far as she was able am promésed to bake bread for them 
and attempt to get it out to their boat later, but to date no skin 
boat will venture. Possibly today we may manage. The ymere shoot- 
ing game and eating practically that only. They lad flour, but 
there was no one aboard who knows the first principles of cookinge 
An Eskimo was trying to make Sour Dough bread for them which they 
Cannot eat. And yet, the old Doctor was taking it all with every 
evidence of philosophical rough and ready grite He will be able 

to relate much interesting experience on reaching home. 

Il sem you his card with message thereon, sent m as saide 

Possibly all this may prove of inters to you md your Board. 

We have all been praying for “ast Cape and the Siberian shore. 

It would seem likely that ere long this work may be cared for. 

As said, they return to the states after this tour of inspection to 
report to the various synods interested, one Christian organization 
in Russia being a party to it, 4+ understand. Then they hope to 
raise money, find the proper mem, and organize tle wake 

Their idea seems to be, toestablish at each station a colony in 

a way, securing som Christian trader, a mechanic, teacher, 
minister, etc. But they do not anticipate sending ordained medical © 
me Ne Before the summer is past they will have le arwd mad o 
conditions am the needs of which as yet this party are larrely 
ignorante They made every effort to mve the “Bear” take them, 

but for some reason that boat could not doit. As it is, they are 
in a little forty foot boat, and it may be many weeks wt ere that 
boat can manage the Strait. il hear the "Bear" is now cleaning 

her boilers over on Siberian coast some where. 


We are hoping for the mail vey soon, but fed Mifuch aixiety as 
to the mail boat's safety. is 


Yours sincerely, 


« & D> M.De 
Missiomry in Charge. 


‘s Appréciation of Barrow Hospital 


Barrow, Alaska, Aug.13,1921. 


Presbyterian Board of Home Missions, 
New York City, New York, 
Dear Sirs:- 

We Officers of Barrow Pres. Church do show the 
many gratitudes of the whole Community for the new Hospital 
and the new people that you have send to us to take care 
of the sick bodies and the soul, for which we prayed the 
Lord all winter that He would send us good Christian people 
through your hands. We know that the new Hospital will 
be a great thing for us in the future. 

We whose names appear do show our obligation to 
you all who have beenso very good toward us for so long a 
time. With best wishes to you all we remain 


your friends, 
Konglak, elder Takpuk, trustee 
Momegana x His Mark, elder ° Nasuayak x His Mark,truste 
George Tooka, elder 
. Roy Ahmaogak, interpreter 


Barrow, Alaska, Aug. 16,1921 


Presbyterian Board of Home Mission 
156 5th Ave 
Néw York. 
I want to thank you people who send this 

Hospital up. My name is Ned Nusunginya an Eskimo boy. 

(full blooded) 

We all in Barrow thank for you very kindness to take care 
our bodies if needed. 

One thing I am so thankful is thpough this Hospital it teach 
us to have better health and how to live right. -* 
You did not know how much my wife abd I owe for the people 
too that are send to help the people here. I myself found 
out that they are the real true Christians. 
That the kind of people we should have so they can teach 
us how to be CRBristians. It is not you alone that I thank 
you but I thank God too that he has send this Hospital 
through you hands. 
We must all thank God no matter what kind of people we are. 
God is the head of all men that are in the face of the 
world. So let us not forget to thank God in every way becaus 
he is the creator of all things. That was the way I was 
tahght and I am standing on it and going to as long as 
God lendest me breath. 

Yours Sincerely 
Janitor of Barrow Hospital 
Ned Nu-sun-gin-ya 
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The following are extracts from letter dated October 5, 1921 to Dr. Marquis 
from Dr. Henry W. Greist. 


In all we have to date (Oct. 5) had nine pationts in hospital and all have been 
Sick people, seriously ill I have had two pneumonias, both children, and both seriously 
ill patients. One bad case of acute articular rheumatiam, a man, brought on stretcher 
account terrible pain in limbs. He is convalescent and returned home this week after 4 
few days walking about our halls. One acute case of tuberculosis in young man did well, 
exceedingly well under good air, sunshine, proper diet, and we were most hopeful, but he 
suddenly developed acute mania of severe type, and notwithstanding close care on part of 
Miss Dakin he escaped from hospital one night, carrying with him all hospital keys he 
could carry, his hospital clothing, ete: Going after our property same night, I deemed 
it best to decline his re~admittance, and tis as well for he became a raving maniac and 
escaped to sea in small boat to his serious damage. He is better now under restraint 
and medication, but I will not admit him again account his dangerous character. One man 
from Point Hope, temporarily East from here trapping, was taken seriously i111 and brought 
to us by Captain Pedersen, of HERMAN. I operated, an immonse abscess of liver. HH is 
yet in critical condition, but I am hopeful. His wife is a candidate for surgery, 2 
large ulcer on hip involving pelvic bones, ulcer as large as a pie plate. She will be 
admitted very soon. A woman is to be admitted soon for pelvic surgery, a tumor. [I have 
her under observation and will operate so soon as conditions in hospital justify. In a 
Gase such as this, in absence of emergency, I choose my time, taking into consideration 
work at hand, and try to not over-work our one nurse. On or about the 19th ult. the 
LADY KINDERSLEY, the Hadson Bay Co's ship, brought to Barrow from Herschel Island Dr. 
and Mrs. Doyle, he being Acting Ass't Surgeon of the Royal Canadian Police. Mrs. Doyle 
was brought here for hospital and professional care, having been seriously ill since 
childbed last May. In barracks on Herschel Island the Doctor had done all he could for 
his wife, but he at last threw up his hands and desired help. Captain and Mrs. Pedersen 
of the HERMAN recommended us to him, and forthwith he brought the patient: I discovered 
great need of some surgery. Patien t is making a splendid recovery and now for first 
time in four months is sitting up and is rapidly gaining strength. The Doctor makes his 
home in Manse, eating and sleeping here. He is a brilliant young man from McGill Univer- 
sity in Montreal, has seen army service in China, and in Hurope, and for five years has 
been in Northern Canadian territory along Arctic. His wife is a fine woman. His exper- 
ience in the Arctic leads him to believe he cannot return to his station ere another 
summer. We may therefore have to keep them for the year. I shall use him to good ad- 
vantage, if they mst remain, in anaesthetics. Ere his arrival I was put to it to know 
how to manase in major surgery as to an anaesthetist. In my enforced absence from 
Hospital at Wainwright, Ice Point, or Eastward if I should attempt the hazardous journey 
by dog sledge this winter, he will serve me in any ordinary cases in hospital. Account 
failure of my requisition for food supplies in getting out in time to be filled this 
year, we have been short of that we felt we would need. The Doctor's coming will add to 
our perplexity somewhat, but in a case such as this and in face of circumstances we are 
but glad to share even the little, and we will do our utmost for Dr+ Doyle and his wife 
and hope to send them back to Herschel Island with Mrs. Doyle enjoying perfect health. 


This then is a resume of my surgical and medical work within Hospital. ‘There is 
much surgery needing attention here, enough to keep me busy this winter. It mst be 
done a little at a time account lack of help in Hospital. Murses, like doctors, are 
human beings. They camnot be expected to be on duty twenty-four hours throughout each 
day and that for weeks at a time- We need and mst surely urgently ask for another 
nurse. We should have her another summer: And in this connection I would strongly 
recommend one trained in anaesthesia. There are nurses among the younger women, recent 
graduates, so trained and quite competent. With the two, I can manage far better, and 
the nurses will stand up under the strain for a reasonable time, whereas no nurse on 


mm 


earth can indefinitely maintain the pace required when she alone mst serve. Mrs. Groist, 
Specially trained in surgery and for many years specializing as a surgical nurse, has 
assisted me in all my surgical work here, but Miss Dakin has even then to be "first" nurse 
"second" murse, "dirty" nurse, and keep her eyes on the Eskimo assisting in various ways. 
And then she mst care for patients throughout the night as well as in day. It is too 
much for one woman. Yes, we need another mirse and need her badly: One noteworthy case 
now in hospital im a little eight year old boy from Point Barrow, terribly crippled since 
he was three years old, coming to me a week sinee for examination and treatment. So 
deformed is he, his ankles were crossed under his chin, Samaciated to extreme degree, back 
crooked, great scars from bedsores, terribly neglected in many ways. His general condi- 
tion together with bad heart makes an anaestehtic impossible gast now, and we fear he 

not live long. It is too late. He should have had our care a year since: But, he never- 
theless is securing some little sunshine into his otherwise dark life by being in a soft 
white bed, with clean bedding, a warm room, with sunshine streaming in upon him at times, 
and surrounded with ee a few toys, a stereoscope with many views taken over to 

him from the Manse, and proper and nourishing food such as never before had. Intelli- 
gent, a manly little fellow, with a sweet smile and appreciative countenance, he appeals 
strongly to me, and it hurts and hurts badly to feel that probably I can do little if 
anything for him. I had hoped to do a little repair work and get his limbs gradually 
straightened through weights, etc., but it cannot be done unless we can nourish him back 
somewhat to at least a tolerable physical condition. We will not send him back to that 
dark and inhospitable igloo, however, and if he mst die we wihl allow him to die with 

us and surrounded as he is with that which makes for happiness and good cheer. 


Pd 


Ce te eR keEReE eR REKRKRHRERKEK HEH RE KR HR HE HERR RE RR KEKE KR KE EH KH HE HE H 


Our daily medical clinic from 10 4. M, onward is attended by from three or four to 
twenty patients. These demand careful attention, and Miss Dakin is always in attendance 
thereon and assists me as I may require. The keeping of records, getting this and that, 
dressings, douching, washing, et cetera, and Inciastun, all makes ial much work: * my 
suggestion Miss Dakin has taken in a young Eskimo woma : 3 & candids 
for training, and to date the young woman is doing talsrabie work. Bat, She is a from 
being a nurse as yet. Seldom is our medical clinic ended ere 12 M., and sometimes I 
mast seo patients in evening from 4 o'clock onward, those I failed to reach in morning 
through lack of time. dust now Dr- Doyle is helping me most kindly as to detail work- 
He is in hospital throughout the day from 6 A. M. until 9 Pe M, and with his wife saving 
at meal times when he goes over to Manse, and so he is within easy call- He is most 
attentive to his wife, and that relieved ‘Miss Dakin largely from her care. 
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October 31, 1921. 

The neh tid is full, and has been full nearly all the time in October. ‘There are 
patients on waiting list. Our work so far has been with people now here or in Point 
Barrow. When I cm get in touch with the many gone East or down at Wainwright I feel 
sure we will find others needing our care. The mumber of acute cases of illness is great. 
I have prescribed for over 500 patients since Dr. Condit left us late in August. 

Some of the three hundred patients are of course "repeaters"-—-the same people, but in 
excess of 300 have passed through the examining room in the two months. And we are but 
getting started. There is going to be much surgery: I have a man with gall stones 
waiting now for operation. He needs attention badly but we are too crowded to admit him 
as re . 


- 


I am suggesting the wisdom of building an addition to hospital this roe periasls . 


/ 


to contain only surgery and preparation rooms above and on level of course with hospital 
floor; the lower floor, or that on level with our present basement, to be finished for 
janitor's quarters. The structure can be economically constructed to the Hast end of build 
ing, and admirably go. Seventeen by twenty-seven feet will give us modern surgery and 
room desired, and present surgery can then be used as Baby Ward or for tien adult beds. 
Thorough study of situation and our needs has led ms to this view: 
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I urge a ‘Varoer electric light plant, one sufficient to serve every need in Hospital, 
the out buildings now had and under consideration, the Manse and Ghureh’ ‘The present 
plant is taxed even now and with but 35 lights, the electric washing machine and the 
jironer: I have recommended that a 150 light plant be put in. In line with this I am 
making every effort to interest local men to buy this plant if Board shall desire to sell 
it. Mr. Brower, of the Cape Smith Whaling and Trading Company is interested, as per 
ietter to Dr- Condit, and is taking steps te secure action on part of Tico people provided 
you care to take matter up with them. 


It is possible that with activities sali. summer in Speed oil field we may have 
plenty of crude oil as fuel- In view of that we will hope for news to relate to you 
ere another year of 18 mos. 
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| Mrs. Greist has organized a "Better Babies Club" for the mothers prospective and 
those with babies’ She has them geet in manse weekly for consideration of subjects 

of interest, for sewing, etc. She also has a class of 15 girls, those from 12 to 17, 
which meets in Manse every Monday afternoon, for sewing, working for those having chil- 
dren amd unable to care for them, etc., ete. These girls are intensely interested in 
their work. But Mrs. Greist finds a famine of material with which to work, for the poor 
and destitute. She hopes for mission boxes to contain materials of various sorts, old 
worn clothing which her class of girls can make over, baby garments, underwear, hose, 
Caps, gowns, safety pins, thread, old ribbons, etc-, etc. If ay channel through which 
you can make her needs known such as church publications, please assist her in this 
laudible enterprise, one in which she seems to find her strong forte. In Wales, Mrs. 
Greist did a monumental work along this line, and no wotian anywhere in the Mission field 
could possibly be loved and even worshipped as was Mrg. Greist by those Wales people for 
whom sho served worthily and well. ‘They learned to admire her because she forced them 
to retain their self respect by helping them to help themselves- 


With the hope that you will forget us not in your prayers, that we may in all 
matters measure up to your expectations, and withal that God may be cieuniauag.s in our 
service on une far Northern coast, I am 

Doutifully and sinserely yours, 
(signed) H. W. GREIST, 


Sup't in charge. 
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DR roe Oe ene THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT WALES 


B Wales, Alaska, November lst, 1921. 


Rev, Dr, J. A. Marquis, 

General Secretary/ the Board of Home Missions, 
The Presb; terian Church in the U, 5, A. 

New York. 


My dear Dr. “arquis: 
I desire to advise you as to some matters of importance. 


Not quite half of our year's supply of thirty tons coal is delivered 
here from Tellar, at which latter point it was recently unloaded by the Cordova sailing 
from Seattle, as per invoice in my possession, Sept» lst. Rev. J. H, Condit had per-— 
fected arrangements with the Rev... Mr, Baldwin of Nome whereby this coal was to be re— 
shipped from Tellar to Wales on the little mission boat, the "Jewel Guard." 


On or about the 10th ult. the S.S, "Olga, Capt. Allan, which ship 
was recently in Barrow with nospital freight, delivered to me 187 sacks of our coal, 
claiming to have taken on board that much to complete his cargo at Tellar. Capt. Allan 
advised that the "Jewel Guard" was even then high on beach at Nome from heavy seas, and 
that in his opinion I need not expect the little boat in these waters this season. He 
offered to tmmaé@eme Wainwright coal, ton for ton, then on board the Olga for balance of 
our coal in Tellar. However, I doubted my authority to enter into such arrangement, and 
knowing the inferiority of his coal to that being sent this mission I declined. I was 
encouraged in this decision also by a statement made to me quietly by Rev. Mr, Baldwin's . 
interpreter then on board the Olga that strenuous effort was being made to again float 
the “Jewel Guard," and that when he shipped from Nome the boat was more than half-way 
down to water and that Capt. "Tony" assured him that in all probability he would bring 
his boat to Wales once more this season. 


The situation on this, the First of November, is simply this: The 
Jewel Guard has not arrived, and Tellar Bay is now frozen, and 211 navigation appears to 
have ceased for the season. We have nearly fifteen tons coal with which to face the win-- 
ter. I had borrowed from the Government supply of fifty-one tons, two tons with which 
to serve my domestic and church needs pending arrival of our winter's thirty. The 
teachers considerately decline to accept the repayment of that debt pending arrival 
of further coal for the mission next year. 


I called into counsel four prominent natives and the Government 
representative, Mr. Tait, and frankly laid the situation before them. The Bureau of : 
Education representative most kindly offered to divide his coal with me to this extent, © a 
that he would permit us the use of school house for two services on Sunday and supply Lae 
us with coal therefore But because his present quantity will probably not exceed 45 tons, 
and because he must serve his domestic needs therefrom, together with the residence of ae 
his assistant teacher, and the school as well, and further because last season their Sy 
supply became exhausted in March and the school had to be closed then, -- in face of this 
I questioned the wisdom of his generous offer, but nevertheless accepted same condition- ia 
ally upo our being wholly unable to solve our problem as to church services in any other 
way. I had discontinued Prayer Meetingat once on arrival of Olga, and to use the school 
house means no prayer meeting all winter. No native house is large enough, nor is my ~ Pes Os 
residence suited to meetings. I may add that the school house has this summer been re- 
modelled, the one large room being cut up into two small ones, and the fifty-one seats oe 
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divided between the two rooms, The seating problem was therefore difficult to solve as 
to church services, . oi Ne ieee, 
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to church services. 


In face of this really grave condition I am happy to advise that 
the natives and I have hit upon this recourse and that it will at once be put in opera- 
tion. Ina large skin boat manned by eight men we will go down the coast eight miles and 


hope to bring back three cords drift wood of good quality. It is agreed that the natives 


shall be paid for this service $15 per cord. It is possible that two trips may be made, 
but if that prove impossible then natives will haul the wood by dog sledge at $20 per zxx 
cord. In any event this wood at this price will prove sheaper than coal altho less con- 
venient and inferior in heat units. The natives will at once make for me a stove from a 
large steel oil drum, the coal stove now in church and those in school house being wholly 
unfit for wood. I may add that I approached a white trader here for the winter as to this 
matter of getting wood for us and that his best figures were $25 per cord. If now the 
weather will permit us, we hope to quickly get in wood sufficient for the winter. It is 
possible I will be criticised by your Board in thus involving the Board financially 
further, but the emergency was of such grave import I knew not what else to do, and 
because I cannot get into touch with the Rev. Dr. Condit by wire and for advice, I must 
needs do the very best I can. It would appear that your statement. to me ere my coming 
that, nere I will be absolutely on my own resources is true- I feel most desirous to 
maintain uninterruptedly our church services and prayer meeting. And of course I take 

it that you will agree with me that, we ought not to embarrass the Bureau of Education 

if possible to escape it. Hence my action. And 1 trust the Board will have the Treas- 
urer forward at early date draft with which to meet this additional outlay. Just how 
much wood we will require during the year until further coal is had, is yet to be de- 
termined by experience. This churgéh has never been heated by wood. While that glass 
for repair of windows ordered by Dr. Condit is with remainder of our coal in Tellar, 

we will neverhteless try, to make the church windows as snug and tight as may be with 
boards. Possibly later on I ¢an get that glass brought in by dog—team by one of our men 
at small cost. : 


My services have increased steadily in interest, and in attendance 
until now we have reoularly from 85 to 92 present.. last SabbathI had five infant bap- 
tisms. Two adults have asked therefor, but I am postponing the sealing ordinance until 
such time as I am assured these two men more fully comprehend it. Several are giving 
these matters of salvation serious consideration. My sermons are largely evangelicalin 
character, with much teaching, explanation, instruction. I find that much misapprehension 
exists as to the fundamentals, and I am striving to clear away all this as far as may be. 
Some where, some time, there seems to have been much stress laid upon the Ten Command- 
ments as a means to salvation, and 1 was asked to eitplain. Yesterday I took for my text 
Mark 30:21, "Take up the cross and follow me," and I read for the lesson the story of the 
Rich Young Man. In the evening I further expounded the matter fpom Colossians and 
Ephesians, particularly the Second Chapter of the latter. The interest was great, 
and I was told by my interpreter that very generally the men and women comprehend and 
are satisfied. I am holding up Christ Jesus as the one way, and that salvation alone 
comes through His cross and His blood. I may say that without exception, in every ser- 
vice I have held, this has been the central theme. I have denounced sin plainly and yet 
kindly, pleading for a high moral code, but based on Christian experience. And I hope 
for great things this winter: . 


Much sickness has occurred within the month, several cases of severe 
pneumonia, and one death, an infant. This child was the baby I was taking down the 
coast to see in late August and which I then discovered to be convalescent from pneu- 
monia. Within my knowledge the child was soon thereafter brought home to a cold, damp 
and dark igloo, and without previous warming of this home. I soon discovered it with a 
relapse and complications of a sort which soon proved fatal notwithstanding Mrs. Greist — 
and 1 worded hard and faithfully over it for many hours. I could not bring it to my ~— 
own home for fear of infecting my own child, and oh how 1 did wish for a small hospige & 
that I might perhaps save the little thing. 


r =f 


Ae 


tke t 
ae 8 
. eee 


mom 


The carpenter work on our home, and on the coal sheds sufficient in 
size to house some forty. tons of coal, is complete. I may truthfully say that this has 
proven a major proposition. The work of securing material, carrying it down the moun- 
tain and to this place, and using same in the construction of partition walls, closets, 
doors and frames, has been a very real task and a much greater one than I anticipated. 
But, I could not do otherwise than continue the matter, once begun. Barring absence of 
glass which Dr+ Condit has done his best to get to me for our windows, (I have patched 
glass bits together, and have used boards in places, and have with at least one window 
boarded up the opening entirely) and these floors having there in large cracks, we are 
very comfortably fixed and hope to get through the long cold with little difficulty pro- 
vided we can make our scant supply of fuel hold out. I have been as economical as possible 
in the employment of labor, but after tackling the matter I discovered there was put one 
way to do, to go anead energetically. These natives work slowly but painstakingly. 

I have been right with them, with overalls on, and with hammer and saw, and have put 

in as much time as they and more. I was forced to do it to get matters hurried along. 
But I pride myself in the final result, and could you now see this Manse I venture to 
pelieve you would feel gratified with that 1 have accomplished. Some matters await 
attention another year, but recommendations covering this will be forthcoming later on- 


I may add that the old manse on the hill is practically dismantelled 
as to inside partitions, but that outer walls and roof, and as matter of course, the 
floors, are untouched. The building will therefore not suffer from exposure this winter. 
Much, very much, most valuable pbuilding material, particularly framing material, remains 
therein/ 


Pursumnt to orders from Dr- Condit, I have issued in lieu of cash 
wages to men working on this job, orders on the Wales Cooperative Store. I will now 
check up same with Native Manager, and will forward to Mr, Banks memorandum that he may 
remit direct to the Cooperative people else through me as seems wise to your Board. 


I may say that to date I have had no remittance from Mir, Banks of 
Exoense Money, funds with which to meet any emergencies mx which may arise. In absence 


of this I am striving to maintain proper credit as directed by Dr. Condit. To get coal 
’rom beach to the manse coal sheds costs 10 cts+ per sack. 


The American Missionary Ass'n formerly paid the interpreter here $25 . 
per month. ‘The Mission in Nome presided over by Rev. +“. Baldwhn pays the interpreter, 
I am told, to tons of coal and $280 worth of "Yorub'"* each year. The Episcopalian mission | 
at Point Hope, now in charge of Rev. Mr. Thomas, pays the interpreter. 35 per month for 
two services per week. The matter has come up between my interpreter, Arthur Nagozruh 
and myself, but I plainly told him that in my opinion our Board would not consider them-— 
selves as bound by the A. M. A. precedent of $28 per month. I urged him to cooperate 
with me and rallied him on his interest in the work of God and asked if he could not for 
the present serve us and forget the matter of remuneration until such time as the Board 
could take it up with hime He has consequently said nobhing more as to it for some seév- 
eral weeks now, and he serves m6 splendidly. He is a Christian man, and he is the only 
competent interpreter left from the terrible epidemic two yrs- since. . eae ale 
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I perhaps ought at this time to tell you of the small residence here, — 
at outskirts of the village, puilt in partnership by the A.M.A. and three natives in 1901, 
at expense of 9300 for material alone, and then used as residence for a native herder. Sd 
Five yrs- since the captain of a wrecked schooner took possession of this old HOUBE ys 
put thereon a new shingle roof and covered entire exterior with new sail cloth, and then 
occupied same that winter as 4 store. For four or five yrs now it is vacant, @ native 
woman here carrying the key and using the house for storing various articles. 1 have 
claimed possession and now have key, but her property yet remains in the building. This — 


property (building) is fast falling into decay. I cannot imagine how it can be used 
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by the mission unless at some time we might have a native helper em>loyed in some capacity. _ 
Had I had white help I might have removed roof intact and placed it on this residence 

of mine, as that roof is yet in good condition. And 1 may remove some of the sail cloth 
yet this winter and use same in covering cracks in this manse floor. But the house 

ought to be disposed of ere it becomes of no value whatever. One native asks that I se- 
cure from the Board terms of sale, it being his idea to work the house over and use same 
as a residence. I would suggest that the matter be considered at some opportune time. 

Dr. Condit did not see this house when here for the reason I had not yet discovered same. 
I white trader recently arrived here asked me to rent to him this old house that he 

might conduct therein this winter a “store in competition with that owned by the Co- 
operative people. I declined for the reason I felt he would actually try to do that which 
rumor says his financial backing interests in Nome are determined to do, to drive this 
native venture out of business» He is yet here, but is occupying an old shack which will 
hardly serve satisfactorily. I trust you will sanction my action as to this. The A.M.A. 
some years since purchased native interests in this old house. 


For a desk and writing table I am using a large trunk as yet. I am 
planning on making for my use a table or desk this winter. Many problems confront me, 
put Ll am striving to colve them all with a smile and with judicious management. It is 
all very different from my well equipped office back home and fpom our large and well 
furnished home, but I am actually enjoying in a measure the many schemes and make-shifts 
necessary to get along here. If now I can succeed inbringing order from out that chaos 
found on arrival, and bring to a high degree of efficiency the work here, I will at once 
be happy and satisfied. And the Master knows my heart is in it all. I enjoy working 
with the natives, and they appeal to me. And 1 venture the opinion that my efforts are 
not without appreciation on their part. ‘The native women appear to think much of Mrs: 
Greist and she is interesting herself in their lives and their problems. Almost nightly 
one or more, and perhaps half a dozen girls, call on her. She suggests this and that as 
to their sewing, their cooking, and in the care of their babies and their sick. And they 
seem to value it all. She hopes witn the cooperation of Mrs. Tait, the Government teacher, 
to inaugurate a class among the older girls and young married women in home nursing, in 
making beds, the many many little things which make for better care of the sick. This 
will come now soon, perhaps, as school opened not until today. We will put a bed in the 
school room, and thus she will have material with which to demonstrate her instructions. 
She was used largely in this work throughout our country at home last year in connec-— 
tion with farmers' meetines, etc., and received high praise as a result of her lectures 
and demonstrations. 


If now we can manage this acute fuel problem, and make of the church 
a community center, and maintain our weekly prayer meetings and choir practice in con- 
nection therewith, and the Sunday services and Sunday Bohops as wert which latter is 
prospering much, we willbe happy. 


I am advised that supplies for swmer delivery from Seattle must be 
ordered from here not later than February. And while I am praying for consideration at 
the hands of your Board, and hope sincerely that I may be retained for service in North- 
ern Alaska another year and mayhap many more, yet if for any reason your Board should de- _ 
cide to not commission me for further service I ought to be so advised early. I really 
cannot take chances on failure to secure food supplies - this coal experience has em- 
phasized that, and I must eet my order to Seattle in time for June or at latest July 


shipment. 


Sincerely yours, 


(signed) H, W. GREIST. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION OF PYINT BARROW 
THE PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL 


Barrow, Alaska, 
fu ge28, 19226 


Reve Dre Jase He Condit, 
Sitwa, Alaska, 


My dear Doctor Condit: | 


Your kindly letters of Feb'y 7, '22, written from Alameda, 
Cal., and that of April 25th, '22, from Sitka, are at hand and are 
read with that deep interest always attending receipt of word from 
yOue I thank you for your interest and kindly thought us-ward,. 


- The ice is yet in, fast ami solidly attached to the coast. 

For weeks we hoped and prayed. Rumors of some strange ship dom 
coast thirty miles, heard blasting the ice amd making some effort 
of some sort, caused us to wonder, and we waited and yet prayed. 
Thenin'some days we heard again that a three masted schooner 
was seen far out to sea seven miles down coast, and this was at 

- least interesting. The ice however geemed to “absolutely to. 23 
forbid any approach néarer. Still blasting was heard. And in Pe eet 
another two days a ship appraoched within sight ef this village, bat pete 
from necessity was six to eight miles at sea. ast masses of. aS 
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| golidly packed ice, were firmly attached to these shores, and se 
‘ no possible opportunity seemed apparent for any cargo to "be unloaded 
and even natives hesitated in making any attempt whatever toward 
going to the vessel. T prayed and hoped that some way might be 
found, that our greatly needed stores might be had, and we were 
really most anxious notwithstanding all efforts at "faith and confi= 
dence in God(s omnipotence and over-ruling providence in times | aes 
such as these as to His children engaged in His work which is ae 
of importance, and in site of His promise: Seek ye first the M4 nédom ies 
of God and righteousness and all these things shall be added unto 
youe That ship stood out to sea and slowly, most slowly worked her a 
way to a point almost directly North from the Mission, But there i 
Was no possble avenue of approach nearer to shore than seven mile. aes 
That was at 10A4.M% Exactly at 4 P.M., a great break occurred ph. eee he 
ice half-a-mile from off shore, just without the "ride." Then ~~ 
others occurred. That whole sea of ice seemed to be going 0 Oe weg 
pieces. The "BEAR" for it proved to be her, turned and went West 
and apparently was going back to ainwright. In another hour we eas 
saw her joined by another ship which later proved to be the HERMAN, —— 
Far to the West, they stopped. Then we saw to our happiness that . 
they were working into a "lead," and still nearer they came and at 
6 Pam. noth ships wer anchored off shore within 4% mile of this beack, as 
4ust at edge of reef or ledge or ridge. And that night we had 3 
mails, and all night the Herman unloaded my personal supplies. Pest 
And the BEAR escaped back to sea and down South, with the Bloomfielée...-4 
Dr. and Mrs. Doyle (for here a year account inability to get out, aad iT 
Tt have before written,) ani Mrs. Hide and children. Andthen 
in an hour the ice closed, or begann closing in again, Shri 
) ghe Herman, however, finished her unloading and got off ‘so: the 3: 
astward. By 9 A Me next morning no one could possibly have. gotten 
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in and it looks as solid out there as in “anuary saving % are , 
@urface is darker from loss of snow through melting on top. ae 


Rumor has it that Capt. Bafkland's ship is somewhere down 
coast, but that he is much discouraged, and we again are anxious. 
Tt ig possible he may unload all freighte t Yainwright, in which 
cash | mow not what my solution will be. That man is bringing 
not only Hospital supplies, coal, etc., but the freight fa the 
C.3.7.% 7.CO,, Ine., also. The HERMAN came near turning soutwhard 
again also at one time, and only at the last moment did the 
outlook detect signs of a general smash-up in the ice which 
providentally came at the right moment. For many weeks the wind 
had been right for causing the ive to go out but it would not, 

Mr Broer says present conditions have not obtained in thirty yrs. 
He has never seen ice so attached to coast line. 

But prayer and faith and faithfulness will bring results, 

God willing. 


The new nurse, Miss Mueller (aeg 22 and from Brhaklyn,) came 
in on BEAR. We are so pleased to have her, It will help a vast 
deal. We are all hopeful and pleased. The Board failed to find 4 
much needed house-keeper, but we will manage after a fashion, | 
Miss Dakin was m aring collapse. She has had her hands full notwith 
standing I have made matters as easy as is possible for any doctor — 
to doe I have used the native girl Helen many many times as 
assistant in fressing room when ordinarily a nurse mm 
would have been deemed needful. Helen is learning, but is young 
and awkward ofcourse and lacks much. Now, 211 will be 
different. Andl am praising God that He hes seen fit to send 
us this needful help. : zatoe “st 


Mrs. Eide was becoming difficult. I kmew she was urging 
Fide to join her here notwithstanding her avowed ignorance as to 
his intentions, She was on the fence as to knowing what she wanted 
to do, to go oub’ or remain here, MI had rumors from various somres 
all winter as to Hides movements and alleged intentions, that he 
was en route here, intending to come, and apparently these were | 
started by him to cause me anxiety or alarm. Rev. Mr. Decker, the 
M.E. minister in Nome kept me advised so far as he could I enclose 
one letter of recent date from his pen. Mrs. Eide at last minute 
said: I don't know whether I wish to go out on BEAR or not. I told 
her frankly we could not employ her longer, and that in my judgmet — 
she would err greatly in trying to remain in jarrow the year 
With no means of supporte She was in debt here now and left 
without settling with Mr. Brower, ‘The Sapt. On BEAR had said 
to others that he could not take her. Mr. Nichols with native 
guides worked his way out with great hazard to the BEAR ere she 
came in crite 6. and he volunteered to intercete as to Mrs, Eide, 
but Commander Cochran was obdurate, saying: I have no room for th 
woman, To the teacher down at Wainwright, Ward, he also said: I 
can't take here But when the ship got in close . sent out letter 
formal in tone, asking as a special favor to the Board of Home Mis- 
sions that he assist in getting Mrs. Fide down to Nome if at all F 
possible, and he accepted her in a reply, #11 correspondence being 
now en route to Dr. Marquis. Commander Cochran insisted that I us 
obligate the Board to pay her subsistence on board, which 1 did, | 
there being no other way out, altho Mrs. Eide had £150 in her pocket. — 
I worded it rather, responsible therefor, and asked Mrs, Hide to $ Ate 
pay all charges if she could, @ are now free from that troublesome — 


family, and may the lord help us to steer away from them hereafter, 


f. eS oe ee 


Rev, Dr. Condit, .2 H.W.G., Barrow, Alaska. 4 
“Auge28, 1922. ie (5. i alee ae 


Miss gakin can hardly bear to use it at all about hospital in sum- 
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A vast dG eal of tall comes in, andl am swamped in the effort 
to care for it ere the H ERMAN returnse So many letters from 
all over U.S, making inquiries of various sorts, sending boxes, 
etc., and I must acknowledge. I am therefore writing this in 
gery graet haste and will not take time to even proof read. 

ave worked until from 1 to 3 A.M every night since BEAR and 
HERMAN ddl ivered mils, The BEAR got the seconé Victoria's 
mail, the HERMAN brings ant winter mails and that of first Vic. 


The Board granted us none of the improvements so urgently 
asked for, neither ice house nor lumber so greatly neeeded to 
complete zarret for storage room. ‘They however grant the 
mé'at cellar, and send $27 worth of lumber with which to build a smal] 
shed over same like Wi cholses private meat cellar, 3 
The ice house in hospital isa failure, a complete failure, and ice 
began melting ere the snow wes gone and ere nights quit freezing 
hard, 70% of the winter's supply was gone within thirty days of 
the time we began using, namely end of July. And fit seemed that 
inanother ten days we would be without ice. Water from xee pond 
was hauled for all washing, serubbing etc., but it takes a great 
feal ani is expensive. My om private supply in manse houge would 
last hospital but a little bit, as they use it, and we would then 
all be out. The emergency seemed very great, as water from _— 
pond is not potable, being dark, brown, and full of debris, 


mere Prayer again was the resort. 1 felt the time a critical 
one. + pleaded for light. And it came, A vast deal of 

S.WL wind caused a crush of ice, immense amounts being forced high 
up onto beach, inland up onto the beach, ehsmogt to point where our eC 
coal was stored, if not quite to tht pointe .akes of sea ice as 
large as many Eskimo houses in this village, or larger, were so 
pushed along gravel, with gravel in front, ploging up vast piles of 
sand and gravel. It was a fearful and woni erful sight to see ths 
this ice creeping upward to lagoon ani to Hospital. Noises like 
thunder accompanied the effort of sea to push it out of way. But 
it lasted but perhaps a few hrs., the tide, wind and currents then 
submitting to the inevitable "back-stop’ of land, And after — 3 
it was all ova with I diswovered three lar akes of ice, blue in 
color, and fresh and sweet and free from salt, not two city bloeks 
from hospita é Thus the +ord answers our prayers. I gota 

force of men and early in first week of July we cut one large cake 
with saws and picks and hauled it to the hospital ice house, fillinh 
completely that room, and the large tank as well, and placed some in 
my housé@e It is suppooged to be old ice, possibly some time from 
MeKenzie river, or so 01d that the ice has left it at sea, Any 

way, it has saved an otherwise eritical ¢¢ situation, 


Anda i know no what I can do another year saving follow out plans 
h 


had is season and using best judgment 1 can based on exper ence ; 
of this year, depending upon the Father for all else. Mr. Rar oe 
Brown's ice houge, however, is e failure altho I did my utmost to 
complete it, and did so complete it, strictly in accord with his 

plans and suggestions, if anything doing better than he insructed, 
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but vr. Brower and othe rs had always said it would cause ice to melt, 
The asked for ice house, constructed detached from the main building oe 


and along lines proven practical by those here for bn bh will ae 
in time come, perhapse I hope B06 at ede 
ay ys as * 

of rejoice that conditions with Mrs. Conait are. as pe as they | +4, ae 
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are. if sincerely hope the remaining eye may be saved, She has the 
prayers of my hougeholde It is good that you can be with e 
her rather than on the road as for many years and away from her in ~ 
so great distress and anxiety. I so sympathesized with you in 
your concern last summer, | 


And it is to be regretted that we could not get dow to you 
the girl Flossie from ,gainwright who so wished to get to the 
Sheldon Jackson school. She had come here in late spring ere 
trail was bad, and had assisted Mrs. Bloomfield as to getting 
ready to go away, doing much sewing, the cooking and housework, etc. 
Sje is a wonderfully bright girl. She hopes some waymay | 

develop another year so she may get out to Sitka, but this 
Season would have bear good as she would have had chaperons down 
to Seattle, both Mrs. Bloomfield and Mrs, Doyle. | 
IT could send you a boy also, a very fine lad, and one Mr, Nichols 
thinks will develop into excellent teacher, This boy is now per- 
haps fifteen, Flossie is past sixteen, Advise me early if ) 
any Serggommenns justify them being sent, and give me full particu- 
lars as ‘the whole cases . | Ss 


But 1 close for this timee The work is great and growing and 

the Lord blesses, 1 will try hard to get our church records 

in shape so that, we may know just where we "are at,” and then make 
proper reports to Presbytery this year. The records were in a 

deplorable state, with names still on roll of dead men, amd I could 

tell nothing of them at all. I! must depend largely on two elders 

to get matters disentangled. So wWery many have gone eastward, 

strangers to me, 


And in this particular, many more wll goc astward trapping ti 
this year, and it seems we are to be largely deserted this winte-, 
I have written of this at length to Dr. *arquis, and have some os 
propositions to suggest. think the isituation pne we must meet 
in some manner, we and the Bureau of education, have recommended ~ 
after ell facts and arguments are prg:sented, tmt a boarding school 
for children be established here in, arrow, that dil children be  — 
brought down here forschooling, that they may have care of physican 
and hospital as result, that this is work for Bureau of Education = 
as to expense at least. This will be chaaper than to establish 
three school to the eastward, which would be done if the centers r 
are cared for, Mouth of Cohville River, Jones Island and Demar- 
eation Point. The parents could the go to the eastward and trap — 
and return for the summer to be with children. Thoge trappers “a 
who wnt eastward did remarkably mmkk well, two mar bringing in 
over $2,000 worth of white fox alone, and otherg doing compara- 
t ively as well, whilst many remaining here ard working hard all 
winter caught few if any, one man, & good trapper, too, worked 
a11 winter arduously and caught not a single fox, it naturally 4 
makes them think a good deal, and they must suppast their familieg 
amd the only available way seems: Go eastward and trape —_ Fes 


Write me again, please, as your letters are helpful. 


You 


) 


‘Supt and Missionary inc, 
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